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Mexican Business Strong; Foreign 
Trade, Industry on High Level 


Business generally was good in Mexico in January despite the usual 
seasonal slowdown after the high December sales. 

Industrial production and foreign trade were up. Money supply, loans, 
and Mn continued to increase, although loans and credits appeared 
to be leveling off and exchange reserves were high. 


The agricultural situation was fav- 
orable, although hard freezes in Fe- 
bruary on the northwest coast re- 
portedly did considerable damage to 
late winter vegetable crops. 

Exports of the record 1955 cotton 
crop continued, as did shipments of 
coffee, winter vegtables, chickpeas, 
live cattle, cottonseed cake and meal, 
oranges, and henequen. Agricultural 
imports were low and included prin- 
cipally eggs, baby chicks, lard, tallow, 
wheat, barley, and hops. 

The 1955-56 coffee crop was esti- 
mated at 1.2 million 60-kilogram bags, 
or 25 percent below the record 1954-55 
harvest, and the exportable surplus 
was estimated at only 1 million bags. 

Freezing temperatures in the States 
of Sonora and Sinaloa early in Febru- 
ary reportedly damaged 90-95 percent 
of the vegetabies planted there, as 
well as 20 percent of the sugarcane 
and 10 percent of the wheat planted in 
Sinaloa. No reports were available on 
the effects of the freeze on wheat 
plantings in Sonora, Mexico’s leading 
wheat-producing State. 


Heavy Industry Booms 


Production of appliances and/other 
gift items, which reached a high 
point late in 1955, slowed down. On 
the other hand, heavy industry out- 
put of iron and steel products, cement, 
Paper, and construction materials 
continued at high levels. 

The cotton-textile industry operat- 
ed at capacity, with demand strong 
and merchants’ stocks low. Until early 
January the raw-cotton price trend 
was downward, and merchants de- 
layed buying cotton textiles other 
than for the Christmas trade. How- 
ever, when prices began to rise, they 
again built up their inventories in 
anticipation of increased textile 
prices. 

The Compania Constructora de 
Carros de Ferrocarril,.S.A., in com- 
petitive bidding with foreign firms, 
was awarded a contract to supply the 
Pacific Railway with 460 boxcars, 
valued at US$7,200 each, delivery to 
begin this year at the rate of three 
cars a day. The purchase is financed 
with part of the US$61-million World 
Bank loan for the rehabilitation of 
the Pacific Railway. 


The firm also announced that 500 
freight cars would be turned over to 
the National Railways in March. 

The Minister of Economy stated be- 
fore the Chamber of Manufacturing 
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Industries that industrial production, 
which contributes about 25 percent of 
national income, must be stepped up 
30 percent in the next 3 years. He 
Said that the real purchasing power 
of the workers must be raised and 
urged manufacturers to improve 
working conditions and increase pro- 
ductivity, particularly of articles of 
popular consumption. 


The Bank of Foreign Trade empha- 
sized the need for increased caustic- 
soda production. Some 51,500 metric 
tons were consumed in 1955, of which 
only about 50 percent was produced 
domestically. An estimated 90-mil- 
lion-peso investment will be necessary 
to make the nation self-sufficient in 
this product. 

The mining and petroleum indus- 
tries showed no significant changes 
since December. A new petroleum 
products pipeline from Salamanca to 
Aguascalientes, with a terminal dis- 
tribution plant at Aguascalientes, was 
inaugurated in January. This in- 
stallation will supplement the one at 
Guadalajara and provide a more 
efficient distribution of petroleum 
products to the west-central States of 
Aguascalientes, Zacatecas, and Du- 
rango. 

The American & Foreign Power Co. 
announced the purchase of seven 
mobile diesel generators, all to be de- 
livered by April. Mounted on railway 
cars, these generators will have a ca- 
pacity of 1,000 kilowatts each, and will 
be used in Durango, Agauscalientes, 
Mazatlan, Zacatecas, and Tampico. 


Cost of Living Stable 


The cost of living in Mexico City 
rose slightly in December by 0.4 per- 
cent, the greatest increase being in 
food items. Prices of most fruits and 
vegetables, beans, and sesame oil rose 
in January, but rice, pork chops, peas, 
and tomatoes were cheaper. Rela- 
tively little change was expected in 
the January cost-of-living index, as 
compared with that of December. 

The wholesale-price index in Mexico 
City declined by less than 0.3 percent 
in December. Although the Director 
of Price Controls announced that au- 
thorized prices on tires and tubes 
should not be raised, manufacturers 
increased prices to distributors and as- 
semblers, .since such sales are not 
subject to control. Also, the official 
price of steel-reinforcing bars was 


(Continued on Page 21) 


United Kingdom Acts | 


To Halt Inflation 


Britain’s Chancellor of the Excheg- 
uer announced in mid-February ad- 
ditional measures to curb inflationary 
pressures in the economy. 

These new measures raised the bank 
rate, increased down payments on in- 
stallment sales, cut bread and milk 
subsidies, reduced Government ex- 
penditure, and suspended the “invegt- 
ment allowance” provision in the in. 
come tax. 

On February 16, the bank rate, the 
rate at which the Bank of England 
discounts approved bills of exchange, 
was increased from 4% to 5% per- 
cent. Earlier rises in this rate oc- 
curred in January 1955, from 3 to 3% 
percent, and in February 1955, to 4% 
percent. The Chancellor also asked 
the banks to continue their volun- 
tary efforts to limit their loans, and 
the Capital Issues Committee, which 
reviews all capital issues and advises 
the United Kingdom Treasury on 
them, to recommend consent to a new 
issue only where the project has a 
“definite urgency under current re- 
quirements.” 


Bread Subsidy Reduced 


Minimum down payments for con- 
sumer goods were increased from 15 
to 20 percent for a range of products 
including furniture, bicycles, clocks, 
and watches, and from 20 perent to 50 
percent for such items as automobiles, 
radio and television sets, and wash- 


- 


ing machines. The maximum repay- — 


ment period remained at 24 months. 


For the first time, however, certain 
aircraft, ships and commercial ve- 
hicles, and plant and machinery of 
all kinds became subject to a down 
payment of 50 percent. In addition, a 
new rule was introduced requiring an 
initial advance payment in rental 
agreements for various goods. 

The bread subsidy was reduced from 
2% d. on the 7% d. loaf to 1% d. This 
subsidy, currently costing some £41 
million a year, is a payment made to 
bakers to enable bread to be sold at. 
not more than controlled maximum 
prices. The 1 d. reduction is expected 


to save the Government £18 million | 


in 1956. The price of milk will be 
raised by a half penny a pint begin- 
ning in July, resulting in a saving of 
£20 million. The milk subsidy is paid 
to milk marketing boards so that 
milk may also be sold at not more 
than the controlled maximum prices 
and to producers to implement price 
guarantees. 

The Government will reduce its 
capital expenditure by over £20 million 
below the total planned for 1956. 
Municipalities and other local author- 
ities are being asked to defer starting 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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Economic Activities 
Sustained in Denmark 


Most sectors of the Danish economy 
continued on a high level of activity 
in the fourth quarter of 1955. 

Though apprehension prevailed 
locally concerning future develop- 
ments in various fields, the year ended 
with progress manifested in numerous 
important respects, particularly in 
overcoming the critical conditions 
which prevailed for many months be- 
cause of the heavy drain on the Na- 
tional Bank of Denmark’s foreign-ex- 
change reserves. 

Denmark’s balance of payments, and 
concomitantly the Bank’s foreign- 
exehange reserves, showed continued 
improvement in the fourth quarter. 
Major contributing factors were: In- 
creased exports in 1955, particularly 
in the industrial field; only a nominal 
increase in the year’s imports, reflect- 
ing the “austerity” measures tending 
to limit domestic consumption; im- 
provement in trade terms; and large 
foreign-exchange earnings by Danish 
shipping. 

The Bank’s foreign-exchange posi- 
tion improved by 115 million crowns, 
or $16.7 million, in 1955, reducing the 
negative balance to 239 million crowns 
at’ year’s end, although heavy repay- 
ments of foreign indebtedness, particu- 
larly in dollars, were made during the 
year. 

Industrial Trends Vary 


Although 1955 industrial production 
was at the same level as in 1954, dif- 
ferent trends were manifest in the 
various branches, while overall ac- 
tivity showed signs of leveling off. The 
industrial-production index (1949— 
100) averaged 122 for 1955 and 1954 
but was only 115 for December 1955. 
In that month the index was 130 for 
production goods, compared with 105 
for consumer goods. 

Production of iron, steel, and non- 
ferrous-metal manufactures, machin- 
ery, and ships increased substantially 
in 1955, in response to continually ex- 
panding foreign demand, while pro- 
duction of textiles and clothing slack- 
ened as a result of taxation applied 
to restrict consumption, and the cur- 
tailment of the housing program was 
felt in the stone, clay, and glass 
branches. 

The situation in the textile industry 
has resulted in new efforts to increase 
tariff protection. Recent indications 
of recession in industrial production 
have given rise to fears that the gov- 
ernmental restrictive measures ulti- 
mately may affect production more 
than is desirable. 

The importance of investment for 
future development is being stressed 
by industrial and business leaders and 
foreign loans again have become 
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Haiti Emerges From Dull Cycle; 
Outlook for Coffee, Sugar Good 


Haiti was clearly emerging in January from its 1955. doldrums, and 
money in circulation stood at an alltime high for the period. 
By the end of the month, estimates were that 1956 coffee and sugar 


crops would be above normal, and 
continued its upswing, and most 

The general cold wave touched Haiti 
but did not cause significant crop 
damage. 

Money in circulation as of December 
31, 1955, stood at 72,267,744 gourdes 
(5 gourdes=US$1), the highest De- 
cember figure on record. The average 
for the previous 5 years on that date 
was 62.4 million. 

The cotton-goods market has pro- 
vided some interest in the shape of 
feelers from Japan and satellite coun- 
tries. Haiti has one cotton textile 
mill, a second is to open soon, and 
the import question is of interest. 

A Japanese delegation is on a tour of 
the Caribbean and Central American 
areas. Japanese printed cotton entered 
the Haitian market in the early 1930’s, 
and by 1934 they accounted for 61 
percent of all cotton imports, but in 
1935 a protective tariff reduced this 
percentage by two-thirds. 

Imports of Japanese cotton textiles 
and manufactures now are negligi- 
ble. The United States supplies well 
over three-fourths of these require- 
ments. Cotton prints from Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, and Poland have been 
appearing in local retail stores and 
have excited public criticism. 


Sugar Grinding Starts 


Sugar grinding started January 2, 
and first tests indicated a good crop. 
Sugar content is low but cane tonnage 
high. The 1956 crop is estimated at 
about 67,000 short tons, the Haytian- 
American Sugar Co. accounting for 
64,000 short tons. The Haitian Gov- 
ernment, through the Agricultural 
and Industrial Bank, has acquired an 
interest in the sugar mill at Les Cayes 
(Centrale Dessaline), and a new board 
of directors has been appointed. Of 
the 7 members, 5 are Haitians. 


The formation of a new sisal-grow- 
ing company, Plantation de Pite de 
Dubedou, was authorized by the Gov- 
ernment. Plantation Dauphin an- 
nounced that their 1955 sisal produc- 
tion was 30.5 million pounds, an in- 
crease of 1.6 million pounds, over that 
of 1954, as a result of higher pur- 
chases from private growers. Sisal 
prices increased in January to $0.11% 
a pound for “A”, from $0.103%, in De- 
cember, but, the prices being set on 
the first of the month, it was too early 
to take full advantage of the British 
East Africa increase later in the 
month. 


Electrification work in St. Marc en- 
tered its final stage with the mount- 


ssibly the sisal output also. Tourism 
otels were full. 





ing of the diesel motors. Transmis- 
sion lines and transformers are all in 
place. Work on the Jeremie light 
plant is reportedly progressing 
schedule. A small 6-kilowatt plan 
financed by a local cooperative, is 
almost ready for operation at the 
oe of Maissade in the Plateau Cen- 
ral, 


Tourists Increase 


Tourist arrivals in December 1955 
stood at 5,656, 38.6 percent more than 
in December 1954. Of these, 3,374 were 
1-day tourists from winter cruises or 
intransit passengers of the Panama 
Lines. The first 19 days of January 
1956 showed a 49.8-percent increase 
over the figure in the 1955 period. 
The Hotel Ibo Lele, Haitian owned 
and American managed, expanded its 
facilities in 1955. 


The Haitian Department of Com- 
merce sent a trade delegation to Can- 
ada to find new outlets for Haitian 
products in an effort to achieve a 
trade balance. Haiti buys most of its 
flour and fish from Canada but sells 
relatively few products there. 

One of the first tangible results of — 
the visit was the establishment of a 
direct shipping service by Saguenay 
Terminals from Port-au-Prince to 
Montreal and Halifax. Saguenay has 
been, calling at Port-au-Prince but 
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lraq To Finance Projects 
In Municipality of Baghdad 


The Iraqi Minister of Finance has 
been authorized to finance Baghdad 
municipal projects not to exceed 3 
million Iraqi dinars (1 Iraqi dinar= 
US$2.80). The loan is to be in tax-free 
bearer bonds in one or more install- 
ments. These bonds would bear inter- 
est at 3.5 percent, redeemable within 
15 years. 

In addition, authority is granted to 
advance the municipality a maximum 
of 2 million dinars, to be recovered 
from the proceeds of the bond sales. 

The Minister of Finance has floated 
a loan amounting to 2 million of the 
total authorized. It is understood that 
the public’ has purchased 200,000 
dinars’ worth of the issue, and the 
remainder has been acquired by the 
National Bank of Iraq.—Emb., Bagh- 
dad. 
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Prosperity 


in Switzerland Marks 


End of Year: Orders Unfilled 


Prosperous conditions prevailing in Switzerland in the first 11 months 
of 1955 extended into December, industrial-activity indicators for the 
year showing marked progress above 1954 levels. 

The high level of industrial activity was reflected in the volume of 
unfilled orders. Delivery delays of up to 15 months for some steel 


products were comimon, while cold 
rolled steel delays were about 4 to 6 
months. In the machine industry the 
backlog of orders averaged 7 months. 

The textile sector was the only weak 
point in the generally optimistic out- 
look for 1956. Some cotton-textile pro- 
ducers were reported to be ready to 
cut back production 20 percent in Feb- 
ruary in an effort to stabilize prices. 
Brisk demand was expected to con- 
tinue for such Swiss products as 
watches, machinery, machine tools, 
chemicals, and precision instruments 
by the prosperous American and West- 
ern European markets. 

Other indicators also showed the 
high levels of economic activity in De- 
cember. Swissair ton-mileage was up 
9 percent and passenger traffic up 10 
percent over December 1954. Novem- 
ber receipts of the Federal railways 
were 7 percent higher than those a 
year earlier. Electric-power consump- 
tion for the year ended September 30, 
1955, reached about 16 billion kilowatt- 
hours, an increase of 11.8 percent 
above the preceding year. The large 
increases in electric-power consump- 
tion in recent years have caused con- 
cern in governmental circles, inas- 
much as increased production barely 
has kept pace with growing demand, 
despite investments of 3.5 billion francs 
over the past 10 years in the power in- 
dustry. ‘ 

Short-term expansion of industrial 
production continued to be limited by 
labor shortages. The winter upswing 
in unemployment was much less 
marked than in preceding years. De- 
spite an increase from 1,333 unem- 
ployed persons in November to 3,337 at 
the end of December, the figure was 
almost 2,800 lower than the unemploy- 
ment mark a year ago. This nominal 
unemployment, moreover, was offset by 
the registered job vacancies—4,700 on 
December 31—and the large volume of 
foreign labor, which has amounted to 
over 270,000 persons in recent months. 


Foreign Trade at Record 


December foreign trade reached 
record levels. Imports were valued at 
632.1 million francs (1 Swiss franc 
=$0.234) as against 541.6 million 
francs in December 1954, exceeding the 
€00-million mark for the first time 
since Swiss customs statistics have 
been kept. Exports totaled 550.1 mil- 
lion francs, increasing almost 30 mil- 





lion francs above the December 1954 
figure of 521.9 million. 

Even the textile industry, which 
has not participated generally in the 
high export level, reported improved 
seasonal increases in foreign sales. In- 
dustrial demand for raw materials and 
increased attention to consumer goods 
were principal reasons for the year’s 
total imports reaching 6,401 million 
francs, as compared with 5,592 mil- 
lion in 1954. Total exports for 1955 
were valued at 5,622 million, against 
5,272 million in the preceding year. 

The Swiss-Guatemalan commercial 
accord, signed April 1, 1955, was rati- 
fied and put into effect, and the exist- 
ing agreement with the United King- 
dom was extended for 2 months pend- 
ing the conclusion of negotiations in 
London. The Swiss-Bulgarian accord, 
signed November 26, 1954, was ex- 
tended without change for another 
year. Under an air agreement with 
Germany signed in Bern on January 
29, the press reported that each na- 
tion will give the other the right to es- 
tablish service to any point in. the 
respective countries. Switzerland also 
will possess in-transit rights for one 
flight to Scandinavia and one to North 
America, while Germany is accorded 
similar privileges for one flight to 
Italy and another either to Africa or 
to South America. 


Prices Firm 


Prices, under the pressure of record 
imports, remained stable in Decem- 
ber. The consumer-price index re- 
mained unchanged in November and 
December at 173.6, while the whole- 
sale-price index increased slightly by 
0.1 percent during the month to 215.5 
on December 30 (1939—100). 

Though a wage-price spiral had 
been avoided, authorities remained 
aware that inflationary threats still 
existed in the Swiss economy. Over- 
employment caused some pressure on 
wage rates. The public, however, was 
generally aware that higher produc- 
tion costs could weaken the competi- 
tive position of Swiss industrial prod- 
ucts on international markets, and so 
far pressure for wage increases had 
not attained serious proportions. 


As a result of the Government’s 
policy of exerting a moderating in- 
fluence on Swiss prosperity by mone- 
tary measures, the capital market con- 
tinued tight, with interest rates higher 


(Continued on Page 20) 





Economic Activities .. . 
(Continued from Page 5) 


topics of interest. The atmosphere 
for foreign investment appears to be 
improving, since the local rate of 
savings accumulation is considered 
inadequate for investment needs. 


Unemployment, particularly in con- 
sumer goods industries, showed a more 
than seasonal increase in the fourth 
quarter. The traditional biennial la- 
bor-contract negotiations began in 
November. and have been proving un- 
usually difficult. This is causing con- 
siderable apprehension in Denmark, as 
wage increases greater than warranted 
by increased productivity might ac- 
tivate the wage-price spiral and 
weaken the country’s external com- 
petitive position. The escalator clause, 
by which wage levels are related to the 
cost-of-living index, is one of the 
serious points of difference in these 
negotiations, while labor favors a 
reduction in the 48-hour work week, 
and desires other benefits. 


Agriculture Favorable 


Danish agriculture had a relatively 
favorable year in 1955. Crop yields, 
though quantitatively below recent 
averages, were some 3 percent above 
1954 results, and qualitatively results 
were good. Whereas bacon and butger 
production was below the 1954 level, 
prices received in the major market, 
the United Kingdom, were unusually 
high, particularly during the latter 
part of the year. The current outlook 
is clouded by some weakness in these 
prices and by a British desire to im- 
pose an import duty, possibly 10 per- 
cent ad valorem, on non-Common- 
wealth bacon. 


Foreign trade resulted in a notable 
reduction in the import balance, from 
1,483.7 million crowns at the end of 
1954 to 908 million crowns, or $132 
million, at the end of last year, and 
trade with West Germany and some 
other Western European trading 
partners was more nearly balanced 
in 1955. 


Trade with the United States showed 


an import balance of 106 million’ 


crowns, or $15 million, last year, com- 
pared with an export balance of 94 
million crowns in 1954. Sizable pay- 
ments on Denmark’s dollar debt in 
1955, and the import balance reduced 
the dollar balance at year’s end to a 
figure below that of December 31, 1954, 
but other factors, principally shipping 
freights, more than outweighed the 
trade balance in the fourth quarter of 
1955, when the dollar balance grew 
by 36 million crowns. American tour- 
ists were second to the Swedish in 
numerical importance in Denmark in 
1955, and this source of dollar income 
is expected to be considerably more 
important in 1956.—Emb., Copen- 
hagen. 
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U. S. Establishes New 
Embassy in Sudan 


The Sudan on January 1 was 
officially recognized by the 
United States as an independent 
sovereign State, and the U. S. 
Liaison Office at Khartoum, the 
capital city of the Sudan, was 
elevated to the status of embassy 
on February 15. 


Upon establishment of the new 
Embassy in Khartoum all U. S. 
diplomatic and consular respon- 
sibilities in the Sudan were 
transferred there. 

U. S. industrial and commer- 
cial firms are advised that the 
new Embassy in the immediate 
future will be fully staffed to in- 
clude a commercial office. 

Under the former condomini- 
um status of the Sudan all U. S. 
interests there were handled by 
the U. S. Embassy in Cairo, 
Egypt. 











Colombian Peso .. . 
(Continued from Page 2) 


that Colombia will be self-sufficient 
in this important product in the cur- 
rent year. Plans for the eventual 
establishment of a paper industry 
utilizing local wood pulp advanced. 
The Government contracted with 
Ebasco Services Inc., of New York, to 
make a thorough investigation, and 
several techincians began work. 


A contract was signed between the 
Government's Empresa Colombiana 
de Petroleos (ECOPETROL) and an 
American citizen for offshore explora- 
tion and drilling. The press reports 
that offshore drilling is expected to 
begin within 2 months. 


Highways damaged by winter rains 
were being repaired more rapidly, and 
the incidence of slides in the moun- 
tainous regions was decreasing in 
January and February. 


Representatives of the U. S. and 
Colombian delegations opened dis- 
cussions on February 1 to negotiate 
a Bilateral Civil Air Transport Agree- 
ment. By the end of the period pre- 
liminary views had been exchanged 
and discussions opened on the agree- 
ment’s terms and the several route 
proposals. 


Telecommunications Studied 


Radio Corporation of America and 
Erricson Co. engineers were studying 
technical details that would be incor- 
porated into a contract with the 
Empresa Nacional de Telecommu- 
nicaciones for the installation of two 
long-distance radiotelephone circuits 
that would connect Central Colombia 
—Medellin, Monteria, and Sincelejo— 
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with the Atlantic coast and eastern 
Colombia—Tunja, Bucaramanga, and 
Cucuta—with the Atlantic coast. 


The Government substantially re- 
laxed the requirements upon trade un- 
ions for the calling of assemblies and 
congresses, by decree No. 0085, January 
20. This action was acclaimed by 
Government and labor spokesmen as 
a step toward greater trade-union in- 
dependence and was emphasized by 
President Rojas Pinilla in a speech 
before labor groups in Barranquilla 
on February 5. 


The Government promulgated on 
February 1 decree No. 0180 directed 
toward encouraging the payment of a 
family allowance by private employers. 
By the provisions of the decree, 
family-allowance payments are ex- 
cluded from regular salary or wages 
computation and consequently not in- 
cluded in the base upon which the 
employers’ social benefit payments and 
taxes are computed. 

The wage level did not change 
noticeably, and the gradual deteriora- 
tion of the wage-price relationship 
continued to be a source of preoccu- 
pation to labor and Government of- 
ficials. No action resulted from the 
deliberations of the various depart- 
mental minimum wage commissions. 

On January 25 an advanced con- 
tingent of 55 families of Spanish 
farmers arrived and will be settled in 
a colonization project in the Depart- 
ment of Narino.—Emb., Bogota. . 





Canadian Outlook .. . 
(Continued from Page 3) 


United Kingdom and other Common- 
wealth countries. 

The export advance was led by forest 
and mineral products with continued 
expansion in newsprint paper, planks 
and boards, woodpulp, aluminum, cop- 
per, nickel, zinc, asbestos, iron ore, 
and petroleum. Iron-ore export al- 
most tripled in value, while petroleum 
export more than quadrupled. Chemi- 
cals export also recorded a large in- 
crease in bulk items, including fer- 
tilizers. Because of lower prices and 
the decline in the premium on Ca- 
nadian dollars, export volume gained 
more than value, and, according to 
official reports, was higher than in any 
other peacetime year. 

Underpinning the optimistic out- 
look for 1956 is the expectation that 
investment outlays will continue in 
large and increased volume. New capi- 
tal goods expenditure planned for 1956 
totals C$7,529 million, or 21 percent 
above realized expenditure in 1955, ac- 
cording to returns of Canadian busi- 
ness, institutions, governments, and 
home builders to the Government’s an- 
nual survey of investment intentions. 
The planned expansion is so large that 
it is questioned whether it is physi- 
cally attainable within the year. 

Two-thirds of the increased spend- 
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World Bank Makes Loan 
For Japanese Industries 


The World Bank, with participation 
by the Chase Manhattan Bank, made 
a loan equivalent to $8.1 million on 
February 21, to help finance the mod- 
ernization of equipment of four Jap- 
anese companies in the steel, ship- 
building, and automotive industries. 

The loan was made to the Japan 
Development Bank for a term of 15 
years and bears interest of 434 percent 
including the statutory commission of 
1 percent. Amortization will begin 
February 15, 1958. The loan is gnar- 
anteed by the Japanese Government. 

The Chase Manhattan Bank is par- . 
ticipating in the loan, without the” 
World Bank’s guaranty, to the extent 
of $1,076,000, representing the first 
four maturities which fall due semi- 
annually from February 15, 1958, 
through August 15, 1959. 

The Japan Development Bank will 
relend the loan’s proceeds to the four 
companies as follows: Nippon Steel 
Tube Co., Ltd., $2.6 million; Mitsubishi 
Shipbuilding & Engineering Co., Ltd., 
$1.5 million; Ishikawajima Heavy In- 
dustries Co., Ltd., $1.65 million; Toy- 
ota Motor Co., Ltd., $2.35 million. 

The loan will finance the foreign- 
exchange costs of importing more 
than 100 machines and tools from the 


United States, the United Kingdom, | 


West Germany, Switzerland, France, 
and Italy. The four projects are ex- 
pected to be completed in 1958, and 
the total cost will be equivalent to 
$25.5 million. 

Loans by the World Bank to Japan 
total $53.6 million, In 1953 the Bank 
made a $40.2-million loan for three 
thermal electric power stations, and 
late in 1955 another loan was made to 
assist in the modernization and ex- 
pansion of the steel plate rolling facil- 
ities of the Yawata Iron & Steel Co., 
Ltd. 





ing would be for new construction 
which is the economy’s most ebullient 
section. Led by the housing boom, 
activity reached a phenomenal pace 
in 1955 with total contracts of 47 
percent higher over the year and 39 
percent above those of 1951, the pre- 
vious record. Notable was the fact 
that industrial contracts, which 
slumped with the 1954 recession, re- 
vived and set a new high. The engi- 
neering category, which comprehends 
a very large volume of public works, 
also increased by more than 100 per- 
cent. Steel and cement shorta,es may 
be limiting factors in 1956 activity. 

In addition to the. construction in- 
crease, outlays for machinery and 
equipment revived sharply and are 
expected to total $2,367 million in 1956, 
as against $1,957 million last year. 
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Jamaica To Supplement 
Dollar Quotas for 1956 


Jamaica’s “special scheme for addi- 
tional dollar imports” is to be renewed 
for 1956, the Government has an- 
nounced. 


Under the plan additional dollar 
quotas are to be allotted importers, 
calculated on the,same basis as in 
1955 and allowing a certain propor- 
tion to be set aside for new importers 
and manufacturers’ representatives. 


Tlese supplementary dollar quotas 
are in addition to those allocated un- 
der the British West Indies trade lib- 
eralization plan and are designed to 
insure that Jamaica’s dollar allocation 
from the sterling area pool is fully 
utilized instead of unspent balances 
having to be returned as in 1954. They 
do not represent an increase in 
Jamaica’s overall dollar allocation 
from the pool, but they do increase 
market opportunities for North Amer- 
ican consumer goods manufacturers 
who under the regular import program 
would not qualify for open general li- 
censes or for special licenses on 
grounds of essentiality. 


Such essentials as flour, crawler 
tractors, and industrial machinery are 
not chargeable to either trade liberali- 
zation plan quotas or special scheme 
quotas, nor are American cars, which 
were admitted more freely in 1955 for 
the first time since the war. 


Quota holders will have freedom of 
choice, as under the BWI trade lib- 
eralization plan, to import articles not 
specifically prohibited or restricted. So 
far no announcement has been made 
as to the amount of special quotas 
that will be made available, as it is 
too early to estimate how many dol- 
lars will be available. 

An allocation of $2 million, the same 
amount as in 1955, is expected, but 
quotas will be issued in two 6 monthly 
installments and the amount of the 
second half-year allocation thus can 
be reduced if necessary to avoid ex- 
ceeding Jamaica’s overall dollar allo- 
cation from the pool—Cons. Gen., 
Kingston. 

The additional allocation for dollar 
imports in 1955 and the system of dis- 
tributing quotas was reported in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, August 29, 
1955, page 12. 





Netherlands tobacco products con- 
sumption in 1955 was about 1.5 million 
pounds below the 1954 figure, Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

Consumption of cigarettes, cigars, 
and cigarillos continued upward, but 
the increase was not sufficient to off- 
set the decline of 3.5 million pounds 
in smoking tobacco. 


Companies To Apply 


For Egyptianization 


Companies operating in Egypt 
which have been authorized to pursue 
their activities as Egyptian joint-stock 
companies and wishing to benefit 
from the provisions of the Egyptiani- 
zation of Companies Law may submit 
their applications to the Office of Ad- 
ministration of Companies, Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, Cairo, Egypt, 
with the following documents: 

eAn official copy of the company’s 
statutes or act of constitution. 

eAn extract from the registration 
folio at the Commercial Registry. 

eA certified copy of the company’s 
balance sheet for the last two finan- 
cial years, signed by the auditor of the 
company. 

eA certified copy of attestation 
(proces verbal) of the company’s gen- 
eral assembly or of the competent or- 
ganism, as the case may be, that made 
the decision to end the company’s 
former status and to pursue activities 
as an Egyptian joint-stock company. 

This attestation must be legalized 
by the chairman of the board, who is 
also president of the assembly, at the 
notarial bureau. c 

eThe joint-stock company’s stat- 
utes, according to the new status. 

These statutes must be in notar- 
izéd form with legalization of signa- 
ture. 

eA declaration attesting to the 
nonexistence of a name similar to that 
of the joint-stock company. 

This authorization was granted by 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
order in execution of law No. 315 of 
1955°on conversion of Egyptian and 
foreign enterprises into Egyptian 
joint-stock companies (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Aug. 8, 1955, p. 8). The 
order became effective on January 9. 


Australia Lifts Ban on Hog 
Casing Import From U. S. 


Australia has lifted its quarantine 
restrictions on import of hog casings 
from _the United States under the 
following conditions: 

Certificates accompanying ship- 
ments of hog casings must show that 
the hogs came from States free of 
vesicular exanthema for 12 months; 
slaughtering and processing was car- 
ried out under U. S. Department of 
Agriculture inspection; and the cas- 
ings are free from vesicular ex- 
anthema. 


The lifting of the ban was an- 
nounced by the Australian Depart- 
ment of Health on March 10. 

Under Australian import licensing 
regulations, hog casings are included 
in a special list of commodities for 
which quarterly import allocations are 





made and holders of import licenses — 


are permitted to purchase from 
country regardless of currency consid- 
erations (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Oct. 10, 1955, p. 10). 





Syria Raises Duties 
On Variety of Items 


The Syrian Government, pursuant 
to its policy of protecting local indus- 
tries, has made a number of tariff 
changes of interest to U. S. exporters. 


The normal duty on cottonseed oil 
is raised, presumably because the lo- 
cal cottonseed oil industry has grown 
in the past few years and its produc- 
tion is now estimated as sufficient to 
meet local needs. 


Similarly, the normal duties are 
raised on margarines, lards, and other 
alimentary fats extracted by analo- 
gous treatment and on alimentary 
paste. 


The normal duty on steel and iron 
pins is raised to protect the new pin 
industry established at Damascus. 


Syrian tariff items affected; their 
new duties, in Syrian currency per 
unit specified and/or percent ad vyal- 
orem; and former duties, shown in 
parentheses, are as follows (1 Syrian 
pound of 100 piasters—approximately 
US$0.27, free-market rate): 


111. Hydrogenated fats and oils: (a) Cot- 
tonseed oil (new classification), 6,500 piasters 
per gross kilogram (5,000), duty to be not less 
than 50 percent ad valorem, (not less than 35 
percent); (b) others, 5,000 piasters, duty to 
be not less than 35 percent ad valorem (same). 

112. Margarine, artificial lard, and other 
edible fats obtained by similar treatment, 50 
percent (25 percent). 

134. Alimentary pastes, 50 percent (25 per- 
cent). 

671. Carboys, bottles, flasks, and other re- 
ceptacles for transport and storage of liquids, 
of glass, a (a) Carboys of 5-liter-capacity 
and over, 25 percent (unchanged); (b) glass 
receptacles for containing sera and other in- 
jectable medicaments, exempt (exempt); (c) 
others, (1) colored bottles of 50-cubic centi- 
meter capacity or less, with screw-th 
necks (new classification), exempt; (2) others, 
75 percent (25 percent). 

731. Pins of iron or steel, n. e. 1.,.50 percent 
(25 percent). 


—Emb., Damascus. 





Germany Frees Import of 
U. S. Phonographs 


The Federal German Govern- 
ment will freely license until 
March 31 import from the 
United States of phonographs 
and mechanical and electrical 
movements therefor up to an 
unannounced value limitation. 


Goods imported under this 
provision may not be reexported 
and a certificate of origin will be 
required by the German authori- 
ties—Emb., Bonn. 
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Chile Establishes Free 
Customs Zone 


The Chilean Government has 
accorded free custom zone status 
to the Southern Provinces of 
Magallanes, Chiloe, and Aysen. 

The new law, similar in many 
ways to the law establishing a 
free zone in and around the 
northern city of Arica, grants 
full free port treatment to 
Magallanes but provides that 
luxury goods introduced into the 
other two Provinces will be duti- 
able. 

The law was to become effec- 
tive March 24.—Emb., Santiago. 











Cambodia Raises Tax 
On Business Profits 


The Cambodian income tax on busi- 
ness profits has been raised from 18 to 
22 percent of net profits. 


Partial payment of this tax on a cur- 
rent basis is to be made in monthly 
payments of one-half of 1 percent of 
total volume of business. This new 
rate of taxation on business profits will 
provide an increase in revenue for the 
Government. 


The general tax on salaried incomes 
has been abolished, but the revenue 
is compensated for by increases in 
taxes on wages paid. Procedures for 
collection of the tax on wages have 
been simplified. 


A new schedule for land taxes sub- 
jects rubber plantations to substan- 
tially increased rates. The former tax 
schedule, developed in the colonial 
period by ‘the French as an induce- 
ment to investment in rubber produc- 
tion, provided the same low rates for 
rubber and rice lands. Plantation 
owners have been expecting an in- 
crease for some time and apparently 
are of the opinion that the new rates 
can be supported without great hard- 
ship as long as the present high rubber 


prices are maintained.—Emb., Phnom 
Penh. 


Iceland Establishes 
Fund for Industry 


A “production fund” from which 
specified amounts are to be paid to 
various branches of Icelandic Indus- 
try in 1956 was established by an act 
of Parliament on January 31, to be- 
come effective immediately. 

The act contains fiscal measures, to 
be effective throughout the year, to 
provide revenue required for the fund, 
as follows: 

eA new 40-percent surcharge on 


March 26, 1956 








domestic excise rates, including exist- 

ing surcharges, which is expected to 

ge 4 million Icelandic crowns, or 
. 8S. $250,000. 

“ production fund fee, to be col- 
lected at the rate of 3 percent ad 
valorem on wholesale sales and turn- 
over, and at 9 percent ad valorem 
on imports (basis, 100 percent of duty- 
paid value). 

The expected 1956 yield from this fee 
is 115 million crowns. 


eA special fee, not to exceed 100 
percent of f. o. b. value, on imported 
automobiles and motorcycles. 

The actual rates to be assessed have 
not been announced, but yield is esti- 
mated at 8 million crowns. 

eA 30-percent ad valorem fee on 
imports of fresh and dried fruits, a 
wide variety of household articles, and 
garden implements, carpenters’ and 
other handtools, knives, and measur- 
ing tapes. 

This fee is expected to yield 10 mil- 
lion crowns for the year.—Emb., 
Reykjavik. 





France Drops Some 
Food Import Controls 


The French Government in an ef- 
fort to check the rising trend of food 
prices caused by the severe cold 
weather of February will temporarily 
lift some import restrictions and ac- 
cord some measure of tax relief on 
critical food items. 

Particular emphasis is placed on 
controlling prices of goods included in 
the retail-price index in order that 
they may not reach a point where cer- 
tain wage increases automatically will 
become effective. 

Measures already taken are suspen- 
sion until March 15 of the import 
duty on eggs; temporary suspension of 
the value-added, or 12-percent sales 
tax, on such food products as oils, 
chocolate, macaroni, spaghetti, noo- 
dles, sugar, jam, jellies, and rice; and 
authorization of import outside nor- 
mal quotas of certain vegetables from 
specified European countries. 

The following additional measures 
are contemplated, according , to 
French press reports: Suspension of 
import duties on many fresh veg- 
etables and fruits; increasing-the sup- 
ply of butter on the market by releas- 
ing 4,000 tons now stockpiled in 
France and importing supplemen- 
tary supplies of up to 2,000 tons; and 
reducing household gas rates by 20 
percent by means of a direct Govern- 
ment subsidy. 





Syrian leaf tobacco exports in the 
first half of 1955 totaled only 0.2 mil- 
lion pounds, as compared with 1.4 mil- 
lion pounds exported in the corre- 
sponding period of 1954, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 


*: Singapore Places Items 
Under Ban, License 


A few further changes have been 
made in the Singapore import list, as 
here summarized: 


The following from any 
source, including the Federation of 
Malaya, have been added to the pro- 
hibited list except for purposes of re- 
export and transshipment on through 
bills of lading: 


Fn. ha a me fruit ii machines, Jackpot 
aetasee enil comaeniean erin or spare Laglhe = 
but excluding record players, juke a thereof, 
— _ or disk-operated cinematograph ma- 

Import of the following additional 
goods from all sources is made subject 
to special license and import-license 
applications for, these items will be 
considered only ‘for shipments from 
nondollar sources and only if pre- 
viously approved by the Chief Veteri- 
nary Officer in pcm. 

Meats, fresh or carcass, including 
bones and offals, but P eastudhen frozen poultry 


and rabbits; ees and skins of oxen, buffa- 
loes, sleep, goats. 


ashe Gen., Singapore. 


Previous changes in the Malayan 
import lists applying to direct ship- 
ments from the United States are 
listed in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
November 14, 1955, page 8. 





j 
New Iraq Tariff Law 
Undergoes Changes 


The new Iraqi customs tariff law 
which went into effect on January 1 
has been amended. 


Changes made for various items, ac- 
cording to preliminary information; 
their new duties if applicable; and | 
former rates, shown in parentheses, 
are as follows: 


. Automotive vehicles: 

tr “Revision of minimum duty only: 
senger cars of 10 passengers or less, 33 
ad valorem (30 percents}: other cars percent a, 
25 percent (30 percen t); trucks, 17 percent 
(30 recent). 

2. Special duty assessment: For automotive 
vehicles formerly en country customs- 
exempt, special provision for duty assessment 
on an ad valorem t time of sale is 
made, as follows: Passenger cars of 10 pas- 
sengers or less, 33 percent; Lowery 4 cars of 
over 10 passengers, 25 trucks, 17 
pereent. 

B. Duty exempt: Antibiotics, textbooks, pen- 
cils, and textile fibers for domestic ind 

C. Duty reduced: Paint, radios, el 
aw bicycles, rayon textiles of inexpensive 


D. Duty increased: Natural silk, tulle, em- 
broidery, and short-fiber threads. 

E. Other changes: Woolen textiles c 
from specific duty to ad valorem, co! 
an error. 

The amendments, which were to 
become effective on February 27, re- 
portedly were made in response to 
representations made by Iraqi trade 
interests and various Government 
agencies. 
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English Firms Seek U. S. Licenses _ Inter-American Highway 


Five new proposals from England 
offer American investors an oppor- 
tunity to enter into licensing agree- 
ments with manufacturers of machin- 
ery, machine tools, chemicals, and cos- 
metics. Plant facilities for expansion 
and labor are said to be available to 
all of these firms. 


Turner Tanning Machinery Co., Ltd., 
Stanningley Road, Bramley, Leeds 13, 
Yorkshire, would like patents, proc- 
esses, and techniques for manufacture 
—under license from an American 
firm—of machinery, including buffing 
and splitting machines, required to 
process and produce rubber and plas- 
tic blocks or sheets. Supplemental data 
on the company’s manufacturing fa- 
cilities are available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


Chlorophyll & Derivatives, Ltd., 7-9 
New Wharf Road, London, N. 1., man- 
ufacturer of fine chemicals, seeks pat- 
ents, processes, and techniques for the 
manufacture under license of allied 
chemicals and extracts. The firm’s 
equipment includes distillation appa- 
ratus, centrifugal separators, filtration 
equipment, macerators, and driers. 
Correspondence may be directed to 
Mr. P. Blackman or Mr. A. Perelmann 
at the London address. 


Abro, Precision Engineers, Ltd., 591- 
3-5 Kingston Road, Raynes Park, Lon- 
don 8S. W. 20, toolmakers and designers, 
would like to manufacture under li- 
cense from an American firm machin- 
ery or small machine parts. The firm 
has previously specialized in the pro- 
duction of special-purpose machinery 
for the wire and electrical components 
trade, press ls, jigs, and fully as- 
sembled units requiring fine limits. A 
complete line of new equipment re- 
portedly is available for immediate 
production. Interested parties are in- 
vited to write direct to Mr. Samuel 
Abelman at the firm’s address in 
London. 


Benrath Machine Tools, Ltd., Long- 
ley Lane, Wythenshawe, Manchester 
22, manufacturers of press tools, small 
tools, jigs and gages, balancing ma- 
chines, and variable speed drives, is 
offering its facilities for manufacture 
of engineering products, particularly 
small machine parts for which the 
firm’s equipment is readily adaptable. 
Details of this proposal may be ob- 
tained from Mr. Harry Martin, man- 
aging director, at the firm’s Manches- 
ter address. 

Delavelle (G. B.), Ltd., Delavelle 
House, 38-46 Orsman Road, Kingsland 
Road, London, N..1., manufacturers of 
perfumery and bath preparations, with 


a@ reportedly modern, well-planned 
factory having a floor area of 30,000 
square feet, seek licenses for the man- 
ufacture of cosmetics, toilet prepara- 
tions, and other allied lines. The com- 
pany is said to have a fully trained 
laboratory staff, and a well-organized 
sales organization covering the entire 
country. Mr. H. Schlimme at the Lon- 
don address will provide supplemental 
data upon request. 


World Trade Directory reports on all 
the firms listed are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms for $1 each from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division. 





Furniture Mart Plans 
International Division 


The American Furniture Mart, op- 
erating in Chicago for more than 30 
years, has announced plans to estab- 
lish an international division for 
manufacturers of home goods 
throughout the world. 


Foreign manufacturers and their 
agents will join 2,500 U. S. manufac- 
turers in this multibillion-dollar pur- 
chasing market. The mart is attended 
by some 25,000 buyers from 15,000 
stores at each of the major markets 
in January and June, in addition to 
customers served on a daily basis. 


The international mart will provide 
housing, display facilities, and promo- 
tion, and make other special arrange- 
ments on a permanent basis for the 
foreign manufacturer choosing to be 
represented in the American home 
goods market. Information concerning 
application for entry is available upon 
request from the International Trade 
Mart Division, American Furniture 
Mart, 666 Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, 
Ill. 





Concrete Firm in Colombia 
Wants U. S. Participation 


Vacuum Concrete of Colombia, Apar- 
tado Aereo 66-54, Bogota, is seeking 
$100,000 for working capital and the 
active participation of the U. S. inves- 
tor in exchange for equity interest 
in the organization. 


The company manufactures precast 
concrete for low- and medium-cost 
housing, concrete blocks, patented 
precast concrete roofs, concrete fa- 
cilities for all types of heavy construc- 
tion, and holds Billner rights for rapid 
curing and handling of precast con- 
crete units. 

Factory site, equipment, and all fa- 
cilities for the production of concrete 
are available and are reported to have 
a value of approximately $200,000. Ad- 
ditional capital is needed at this time 


Construction Speeded 


A status report from the Inter. 
American Highway Office, Bureau of 
Public Roads, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, indicates that a number of 
new projects on the Inter-American 
highway in Central America are plan- 
ned. 


These projects include:: in Guate- 
mala, 2 small grade-drain-select ma- 
terial sub-base projects located be- 
tween Barbarena and Asuncion Mita. 
Bids are expected to be called in April. 


In Honduras, approximately 25 miles — 


of grade-drain-base course located be- 
tween Cholateca and the Nicaragua 
border. Invitations for bidding are ex- 
pected in April. 


For Nicaragua, 10 concrete and steel 
bridges located between Rivas and the 
Costa Rica border, bid invitations to 
be issued in May; approximately 18 
miles grade-drain-select material sub- 
base, located between Condega and 
Esteli, bids expected to be called in 
June; approximately: 12 miles grade- 
drain-select material sub-base on 
Rama Road located between Villa 
Somoza and Rama, bids invited until 
April 12. 


In Costa Rica, approximately 40 
miles of heavy grading, drainage, and 
one 800-foot concrete and steel bridge 
located between Buenos Aires and 
Palmer, bid invitations to be issued 
in May; approximately 40 miles grade- 
drain-select material sub-base, located 
between Palmar and the Panama 
se eis bids expected to be called in 

une. 


In Panama, approximately 40 miles 
grade-drain-base course — bridges 
located between Penonome and Santi- 
ago. Bids are expected to be called in 
April. 

Announcements of calls for bids 
will be published in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly as invitations are is- 
sued by the individual countries un- 
dertaking the construction projects. 
A copy of the plans and specifications 
for the highway is available for re- 
view at the Bureau of Public Roads, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Gen- 
eral Services Building, 18th and F 
Streets NW., Room 4007, Washington 
25, D. C. 





because of the firm’s rapid expansion 
and the investment in new equipment 
which has been required to meet the 
growing demand for concrete products 
in Colombia. ; 


Supplemental data on the activities 
of the company and details of this 
proposal are available upon request 
from Dr. Alvaro Ortega at the Bogota 
address. 
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New Factory To Be 
Set Up in Pakistan 


The Punjab Rayon Mills Association, 
Lahore, Pakistan, has announced plans 
for the establishment of a factory to 
manufacture steel wire heddles and 
steel reeds, accessories in the weaving 
of cloth. Demand for these products 
is reportedly high because of the im- 
portant textile industry developed in 
West Pakistan. 

The association is seeking complete 
plant facilities, machinery, raw ma- 
terials, and the technical assistance 
of the American manufacturer in the 
erection and operation of the factory. 
A special program to train local labor 
in the operation of the machinery also 
is required. A production of 10 million 
heddles and 5 million dents of pitch 
bond steel reeds a month has been 
proposed. This production is said to 
represent only half the country’s re- 
quirements, indicating the possibility 
of subsequent expansion. 


Capital for the proposed factory is 
available from Pakistan sources; how- 
ever, active participation of the U. S. 
supplier is invited. A copy of the asso- 
ciation’s proposal is available for re- 
view on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department Of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. A 
World Trade Directory report is being 
prepared and soon will be available to 
qualified U. S. firms from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division for $1. 





Australian Visitor To 
Study TV Development 


Mr. Colin Bednall, managing direc- 
tor of the General Television Corp., 
Melbourne, will arrive at San Fran- 
cisco on April 1 for a 3-month visit 
in the United States to study develop- 
ments in television transmitting 
equipment and practices in this coun- 
try. Mr. Bednall’s itinerary will in- 
clude San Francisco, Los Angeles, New 
York, and other cities. 

The General Television Corp. is 1 
of 2 large companies formed to in- 
troduce commercial television to the 
Melbourne area which has a popula- 
tion of approximately 2 million. Stock- 
holders in the organization include 
newspapers, electronic plants, thea- 
ters, and radio-broadcasting stations. 
A World Trade Directory report on the 
firm is in preparation and soon will 
be available to qualified U. S. firms 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Mr. Bednall’s tenative itinerary 
includes San Francisco, April 1-7; Los 
Angeles, April 7-14; New York, April 
14-June 15. Department of Commerce 
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Governments of Seven Countries Invite 
Bids for Materials and Equipment 


Seven foreign governments, through 
their authorized procurement agen- 
cies, are inviting tenders for a num- 
ber of ite of potential interest to 
American suppliers. 

Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and specifications, are 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., when indicated by sym- 
bol (*). 


Belgian Congo: 

Metallic instruments and materials 
for dispensaries. Bid deadline May 2. 
Bids invited by Direction Generale des 
Services Medicaux, Leopoldville. A 
copy of the call notice and specifica- 
tions, document No. 15/722/56, may be 
obtained without charge from the Bu- 
reaux de la Direction des Finances- 


Secretariat Permanent du Conseil des - 


Adjudications du Gouvernement Gen- 
eral, Leopoldville. Bidding instruc- 
tions and specifications in French. * 

Greece: 

Playing cards, 500,000 packs, deadline 
April 20. Bid invitation announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 
5, page 11, canceled. Typewriters, 200, 
and accounting machines, 37, bid 
deadline April 7; steel—various types 
—89,850 pounds, mild steel tubing, 
1,050 feet, April 5; antileprosy tablets, 
800,000, April 6. Bids invited by Min- 
istry of Finance, State Procurement 
Service, 56 El. Venizelos Street, Athens. 

Engine test station apparatus, April 
5; recording spectrophotometer, April 
3. Bids invited by Ministry of Na- 
tional Defense, Navy General Staff, 2 
Paparighopoulou Street, Athens. 

Coal, 45,500 metric tons, March 27; 
wet-salted codfish, 580 metric tons, 
March 26. Bids invited by State Pur- 
chase Directorate, Ministry of Com- 
merce, Room 126, Caningos Square, 
Athens.* 

Potassium carbonate, 300 tons, bid 
deadline April 18. Bids invited by the 
Agricultural Bank of Greece, Athens.* 

Two diesel engines, 120 horsepower, 
for installation on cranes; invitation 
comprises both supply and installa- 
tion. Two diesel-powered water-tank 
trucks. Closing date for both bids 
April 10. Bids invited by Piraeus Port 
Authority, Directorate of Technical 
Services, Mechanical Department, Pi- 
raeus.* 

Steel plates, 96 sheets, deadline April 
6. Bids invited by Hellenic State Rail- 
ways, Athens.* 

Two passenger elevators, closing date 
April 10. Contract covers supply and 





Field Offices in these cities will aid 
interested persons in communicating 
with Mr. Bednall. 


installation. Bids invited by Tanpy, 
Shipping Agents and Employees Insur- 
ance Fund, Piraeus, Greece.* 
Additional information and assist- 
ance may be obtained from the Greek 
Foreign Trade Administration, 729 
15th Street NW., Washington, D. C. 


India: 


Steam turbogenerator, 50-alterna- 
tively 75-megawatt. Bid deadline 
April 30. Bids invited by Damodar 
Valley Corporation, Anderson House, 
Alipore, Calcutta 27. Invitation in- 
cludes supply and erection of equip- 
ment at Bokaro thermal power sta- 
tion. A copy of general conditions of 
contract and specifications may be 
obtained from the office of the Deputy 
Chief Electrical Engineer at the Cal- 
cutta address for 100 rupees (1 rupee= 
US$0.21).* 


Iraq: 

Power transformers, ranging ftom 
150 kilovolt-amperes to 25 millivolt- 
amperes, 34, for 7 substations in North- 
ern Iraq and 1 in Baghdad. Bid dead- 
line April 30. Bid invitations issued 
by Development Board, Ministry of 
Development, Baghdad, for supply, 
erection, and supervision of opera- 
tion for specified period of time. Ten- 
der documents may be inspected or 
purchased at Embassy of Iraq, 2135 
Wyoming Avenue NW., Washington, 
D. C. 

New Zealand: 


One engine-driven rotary core drill, 
capable of drilling up to approximately 
350 feet with E rods, powered by gas 
or diesel engine; 3 engine-driven ro- 
tary surface drills, for drilling up te 
approximately 1,000 feet with E rods, 
and gas or diesel engine of 25 horse- 
power; 2 engine-driven rotary sur- 
face drills for drilling up to 500 feet 
with E rods, gas or diesel engine. Bid 
deadline April 17. Studs, 9” x 1%’, 
500; studs, 104%” x 13%”, 500. Bid dead- 
line April 13. 

Bids invited by New Zealand Min- 
istry of Public Works, Wellington. 
Specifications available for review on 
loan from the New Zealand Govern- 
ment Trade Commissioner, 1145 19th 
Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. * 


Pakistan: 


Air-conditioning equipment for hall 
measuring 90 x 87 feet, one-ton units 
required. Bid deadline April 3. Bids in- 
vited by Pakistan Posts and Tele- 
graphs Department, Karachi.* 

Syria:. 

Iron pipe, 20,000 meters, diameter 
80 to 100 millimeters, and accessories. 
Bid deadline May 14. Bids invited by 
the Commission des Eaux d’Ain Figeh, 


rue de la Victoire, Damascus. Specifi- 
cations in French.* 


‘ 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS. 





Good Market in Japan 
For U. S. Coking Coal 


Japan’s imports of coal, coke, and 
fuel in the first 11 months of 1955 
amounted to 2.8 million tons valued at 
more than $55 million, according to a 
new trade list for U. S. foreign traders 
released, by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce. 

Principal items were coking coal (86 
percent of total value), chiefly from 
the United States, Soviet Russia, and 
communist China; anthracite coal 
and dust (8 percent), chiefly from 
Indochina, the United States, and 
India; and petroleum coke (6 percent), 
from the United States. 

Although almost self-sufficient in 
regular coal, Japan must import some 
3 million metric tons of coking coal, 
350,000 metric tons of anthracite, and 
150,000 tons of petroleum coke, an- 
nually. The names of firms importing 
these products have been compiled 
into a trade list entitled “Coal, Coke, 
and Fuel Importers and Dealers— 
Japan.” 

Other new trade lists are: 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Netherlands 
West Indies. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—El Salvador. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Thailand. 

Bag and Bagging Importers and 
Dealers—Ecuador. 

Beer Importers and Representatives 
—Sweden. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Austria. 





Commerce Chamber Official 
In France To Visit U. S. 


Mr. F. Paul Farish, manager of the 
American Chamber of Commerce in 
France, will arrive in New York on 
April 21 for an extended tour of the 
United States, addressing local cham- 
bers of commerce and trade groups in 
25 cities. 

‘A member of the American business 
community in France and familiar 
with business conditions in France, 
Mr. Farish is said to be qualified in 
the field of Franco-American trade 
relations which will be the main 
theme of his talks before American 
audiences from coast to coast. 

Mr. Farish states that his tour is 
to promote trade between the United 
States and France and to explain the 
role of the American Chamber of 
Commerce in France in furthering 
business relations between the two 
countries. 

Mr. Farish’s tour of the United 
States is sponsored and financed by 
the American Chamber of Commerce 
in France. Details on the itinerary 


Clothing Manufacturers—Haiti. 


Coffee, Tea, and Cocoa Exporters— 
Netherlands. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Jamaica. 

Feedstuff Importers and Dealers— 
Netherlands West Indies. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Haiti. 

Hide, Skin, and Fur Importers, Deal- 
ers,‘and Exporters—Finland. 

Instrument, Professional and Sci- 
entific, Importers and Dealers—Iran. 

Lumber Importers, Agents, and Ex- 
porters—Republic of Ireland. 

Naval Store Producers and Exporters 
—Iran. 

Petroleum industry—Uruguay. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade and 
industry data. They may be pur- 
chased from the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merge, Washington 25, D. C., or any of 
the \Department’s Field Offices, for 
$2 each. 


NATO Plans Work at 
3 French Airfields 


Three new projects in France, total- 
ing an estimated $285,000, have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the in- 
ternational competitive bidding pro- 
cedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 

The first project, at the Vouziers- 
Sechault airfield, calls for improve- 
ment of shoulders and overruns for 
runways and parallel taxiways at an 
estimated cost of $64,000. The second 
project calls for road construction, es- 
timated at $58,000, at the Chenevieres 
airfield. 

The third project, at the Chalons- 
Vatry airfield, involves construction of 
an automotive vehicle maintenance 
shop for about $100,000, a transmis- 
sions building at $34,000, and a broad- 
casting-receiving building at $28,000. 

Firms interested in bidding should 
communicate with the French Delega- 
tion to NATO, Palais de Chaillot, Paris, 
before March 28 on the first two proj- 
ects, and before March 31 on the 
third. 

A brochure describing the NATO in- 
ternational bidding program may be 
obtained from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or from 
any of the Department’s Field Offices. 








and dates for speaking engagements 
may be obtained from local chambers 
of commerce or from any of the U. S. 
Department of Commerce Field Of- 
fices. 


Spanish Cellulose Mill 
Seeks U. S. Capital 


Celulosa . Iberica, S. A. 
General Oraa 5, Madrid, would like to 
interest a U. S. firm or individuals 
in investing approximately $100,000, 
to enlarge the plant’s facilities at 
Zamora for the production of cellulose 
from bleached wheat and rye straw. 

This investment represents 25 per- 
cent of the capital of the firm, the 


limit allowed foreign participation in © 


domestic industrial firms under the 
Spanish foreign investment laws. In- 
vestors who could supply technical 
know-how are especially invited to 
participate. ; 

The company proposes to introduce 
a continuous production process by 
adopting the Hydropulper or the 
Chemipulper fmethod. The factory, 
located in a 31,000-square-meter site 
facing the Madrid-Galicia railroad 
near Zamora, is said to have a good 
water supply and ready access to raw 
materials. 

Supplemental data are available 
upon request from Sr. Francisco 
Cantero at the firm’s address in Ma- 
drid. A World Trade Directory report 
is available to qualified U. S. firms 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., for $1. 





Inter-Continental Press 
Guide Released 


Directorio Latino-Americano 
de Prensa, Hotel Plaza Building, 
Havana, Cuba, has released the 
July 1955 edition of Inter-Con- 
tinental Press Guide. 

This publication is issued semi- 
annually in volume form, with 
monthly supplements to sub- 
scribers. Cost of the complete } 
service is $25 a year. Single vol- 
umes issued in January and July 
are $8 each. 

Printed in English, the guide 
contains a directory of leading 
newspapers and magazines pub- 
lished in Latin America and the 
islands and possessions of the 
Caribbean area, and includes 
such information as circulation, 
general advertising rates, me- 
chanical requirements, interna- 
tional publishers’ representa- 
tives, and a monetary chart of 
Latin American and Caribbean 
countries. 

A copy of the press guide is 
available for review in the Com- Vy 
mercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S..Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 








The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or indivduals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each: However, the usual precautions 

/should be taken; a!l transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able when indicated by symbol (*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITY 


Machinery and Equipment: 

Germany — Berliner Maschinenbau 
A. G. vormals L. Schwartzkopff (man- 
ufacturer of industrial machinery), 
13-28 Scheringstrasse, Berlin N. 65, is 
interested in working as subcontractor 
for U.S. firms or to be licensed by U. 8. 
firm(s) for the production and sale of 
machines and equipment manufac- 
tured within the scope of its manu- 
facturing schedule, which includes 
rolling-mill equipment; cold-rolling 
equipment; gears, differentials, en- 
gines, and brakes for automobiles; 
and cooling plants. Descriptive and 
illustrated catalog on the manufac- 
turing program available.* 





IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Chains: 

Italy — Acciaierie Weissenfels S.p.A. 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
Fusine in Valromana (Udine), wishes 
to export up to 50 tons monthly of 
electrowelded iron chains, such as ship 
chains, knotted chains, and assorted 
chains for dogs, cattle, cars, and 
slings. 

Clothing: 

Hong Kong—Tung Sun & Co., Ltd. 
(Custom tailor and importer, whole- 
saler, and exporter of woolen goods), 
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48 Queen’s Road Central, wishes to 
export through regional agents in the 
United States, except Louisiana, up to 
1,000 monthly of high-quality suits 
and dresses. Samples of materials 
and price list available.* 

Cosmetics: 

Germany — Drula, Fabrik pharma- 
zeut. Kosmet. Praeparate (manufac- 
turer and exporter of pharmaceutics 
and cosmetics), Markt, Soest/Westtf., 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent a freckle remedy. Descriptive 
leaflets available.* 

Curios, Novelties, and Handicrafts: 

Belginm—Anciens Etablissements 
Pierre Arens S. A. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter, and wholesaler), 20 rue Reyn- 
ders, Antwerp, wishes to export direct 
artistic brassware. 

Egypt — Anglo-Egypt Aust Agencies 
(export merchant), 115 Immobilia 
Bldg., Cairo, wishes to export direct or 
through agent Egyptian handicraft 
such as dolls, copperware, mother-of- 
pearl inlaid work, and camel saddles. 

Foodstuffs: 

Italy—Cav. Pompeo Perno (producer, 
wholesaler, and exporter), Via del 
Pozzo 27, Messina, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 5,000 barrels 
each weighing 235 kilograms gross, 160 
kilograms net, annually, of high-qual- 
ity citrus peel—orange and lemon—in 
brine. 

Lumber: 

Hong Kong—Plato H. Lowe & Co. 
(export merchant), 11 Minden Ave., 
Kowloon, wishes. to export direct 30,000 
cu. ft. monthly of first- and second- 
grade tropical hardwood of Borneo 
origin, including red serayah, selen- 
gang batu, sepetir, billian log, ramin, 
keruing, kapor, selengang kacha, and 
teakwood. 

Pharmaceuticals: 

Germany — Pharma-Labor, Apothe- 
ker Dr. Edm. Dabrowski (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 16/18 Am Heerdter 
Hof, Duesseldorf-Heerdt, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent various 
pharmaceutical prescription specialties 
for the treatment of migraine, neu- 
ralgia, rheumatism, headaches, cardiac 
asthma, and bronchitis; relief of 
symptoms of fever, grippe, and influ- 
enza; and to reduce hypertension. De- 
scriptive leaflet available.* 

Union of South Africa —Seravac 
Laboratories (Pty.), Ltd. (manufac- 
turer of enzymes and other biological 
preparations), Hawkins Ave., Epping 
Industrial Township, Cape Town, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent desoxyribonuclease, a biological 
substance for clinical use, reportedly 
discovered in 1950, used in culture 
media. 

Razors: 

Austria—Ing. Franz Neugebauer 
(importer, exporter, and wholesaler of 
diverse products), 21 Hegelgasse, Vien- 
na I, wishes to export direct or through 
agent 1,000 monthly of self-generating 


\ 
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Chilean Visitor Studies 
Plywood Industry 


Mr. Rene Guzman, an official 
of Maderas Prensadas Cholguan, 
the first plywood manufacturing 
plant of its type in Chile, is in 
the United States to examine 
techmiques and procedures used 
by the plywood industry of this 
country. 

The new plant is built with a 
loan from the Corporgcion de 
Fomento de la Produccion, the 
Official Chilean Government de- 
velopment agency, and is owned 
jointly by two of Chile’s leading . 
lumber concerns, Sociedad Agri- 
cola y Madera Lago Laja, and 
S. A. Maderera Industrial’! Pinos 
Cholguan. 

Mr. Guzman will remain in the 
United States until April 10. His 
address is c/o Chilean Consulate 
General, 61 Broadway, New York, 


a 


N.Y. 











“OhneStrom” dry-shavers. Illustrated 
leaflet in English, French, and Span- 
ish.* 

Ribbons: 

Germany — Langensiepen & Mueller 
(manufacturer, exporter), 38 Gera- 
nienstrasse, Wuppertal-Ronsdorf, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of silk ribbons. 
Samples available.* 

Tools: 

England — Purfection Engineering 
Co. (Coleshill), Ltd. (manufacturer, 
exporter), Station Road, Coleshill, 
Warwickshire, wishes to export direct 
or through agent large quantities 
monthly of high-quality spline gages, 
broaches, gear wheel and laminated 
press tools, and powder metal tools. 

Water Heaters: / 

England—Cox Engineering Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer), 14 Park Lane, Shef- 
field 10, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents gun-metal 
or bronze industrial water heaters, 
using steam as a heating medium 
(steam and water mixers). Illustrated 
and descriptive leaflets with price 
available.* ; 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Supplies: . 

France —Fromafruit (Societe), 
(wholesaler, commission merchant, 
sales agent), 98 boulevard de la Lib- 
erte, Agen, Lot-et-Garonne, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks general 
agency for good-quality agricultural 
products and supplies for farms, in- 
cluding fertilizers, insecticides, and 
fungicides. 

Electrical Appliances: 

Germany — Hansa Kontor - Aussen- 
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handels GmbH (importer, wholesaler), 
16 Friesenplatz, Koeln a. RH., wishes 
to purchase direct electrical household 
equipment, including vacuum cleaners, 
small washing machines, and flatirons, 
as well as first-class radio sets with 
ultra shortwave and television sets 
suitable for use in Germany. 

Feedstuffs: 

France—Societe R. Boivin & Com- 
pagnie (manufacturer, wholesaler of 
feedstuffs for poultry, dogs, and 
calves; concentrates for cattle feed), 
Fontanevaux (Saone-et-Loire), wishes 
to purchase direct 100-150 tons month- 
ly of powdered skim milk for animal 


consumption. 

Foodstuffs: 

France — Fromafruit (Societe), 
(wholesaler, commission merchant, 


sales agent), 98 boulevard de la Lib- 
erte, Agen, Lot-et-Garonne, wishes 
to purchase direct and seeks general 
agency for good-quality food products 
of all types, including canned goods. 

France—.. Laveissiere & Fils (whole- 
sale dealer, commission merchant 
handling all kinds of groceries and 
foodstuffs), 6 rue de la Saline, Cher- 
bourg, Manche, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks exclusive agency for 
France for fresh or dried fruits. 

Saudi Arabia—Kamal A. Abou Dheir 
(general importer, manufacturer’s 
agent, distributor, commission mer- 
chant), Bin Zaker St., No. 375, Jidda, 
wishes to purchase direct fresh apples. 

Industrial Equipment: 

Canada —Brampton Brick, Ltd. 
(manufacturer of pressed bricks), 147 
University Ave., Toronto, Ontario, 
wishes to purchase direct crushers, 
hoppers, pens, screens, presses, and 
conveyors for manufacturing pressed 
clay, and wire-cut bricks in various 
colors. 

Leather: 

Belgium—lIsaac Stolz (importer), 11 
rue de Hennin, Brussels, is interested 
in importing and/or acting as agent 
for U. S. manufacturer of full chrome 
grain garment leather. 

Machinery: 

India—Jindaram Harbilas (importer, 
commission merchant), 9 Jagmohan 
Mullick Lane, Calcutta 7, wishes to 
purchase direct the following: Auto- 
matic rerolling machine for rerolling 
billets and also bars up to 3” into bars 
of 4%” to 1”; and one separate mill for 
rerolling cuttings of plates and re- 
jected bar ends into rods from %%” 
to 1”. 

Paraguay—indiana S. en C. (import- 
ing distributor), Chile 428, Asuncion, 
wishes to purchase a complete plant, 
including a power plant, for process- 
ing manioc, potatoes, and sweet pota- 
toes into starch, toasted starch, and 
flour. The plant should include mod- 
ern machinery for the entire process 
of washing, milling, pressing, sifting, 
drying, and bagging the raw materials 
to obtain starch; also breaker, sifter, 
toaster, and bagger for toasted starch; 


14 





Firm in Angola Plans 


Lignite Exploration 


The Sociedade de Estudos 
Geologicos, Lda. Nova Lisboa, 
Angola, is seeking capital and 
technical assistance from U. 8. 
firms or individuals to permit 
the prospecting and investiga- 
tion of a potential deposit of re- 
portedly high-grade lignite. 

The deposits, located near 
Vila Luso approximately 38 miles 
from the Benguela railroad, are 
said to have an average cal- 
orific heating power of 7,000 
units per kilogram. 

Details of this proposal, in- 
cluding a wet and dry analysis of 
the lignite, indicating the hu- 
midity, volatile material, carbon, 
and ash ‘content, are available 
upon request from Mr. Robert H. 
Beauval, director of the firm, 
at Nova Lisboa. 











and chopper, dryer, hammer mill, 
sifter, and bagger to obtain flour. The 
plant also should include a power 
plant, diesel type, with two 3-phase 
220/350 a.c., 250-kw.-a. motors, and 
control instruments. 

Metals: . 

Egypt—The Oil & Chemical Supply 
Co. (importing distributor, manufac- 
turer’s agent), P. O. Box 1897, Cairo, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for tinplate waste waste and 
rejects. 

Metal Products: 

Egypt—tLt. Col. Ibrahim Sohaib, Di- 
rector General, Tahreer Authority, 
Food Preserving House, 33 Sharia Kasr 
el Nil, Cairo, wishes to purchase di- 
rect 1,500 metric tons of tinplate in 
28, 30, and 32 standard gages to be 
used for canned foods. 

Pharmaceuticals: 

El Salvador—Drogueria Mena Guer- 
rero-Mena Guerrero y Compania (dis- 
tributors for pharmaceuticals, biologi- 
cals, and chemical products), Edificio 
Comercial 216-217, Apartado 203, San 
Salvador, is interested in purchasing 
direct and obtaining exclusive agen- 
cies for all kinds of pharmaceutical 
specialties, such as ampules, capsules, 
tablets, vitamins, and hormones, as 
well as crude drugs, druggists’ rubber 
and plastic sundries, and surgical in- 
struments. 

Shoe Polish: 

Austria — Ing. Franz Neugebauer 
(importer, exporter, wholesaler, sales 
agent handling general merchandise), 
21 Hegelgasse, Vienna I, wishes to pur- 
chase direct or obtain agency for shoe 
polish. 


Textiles: 
Syria— Ahmad Saleem Idlibi (im- 
porting distributor), Sanjakdar St., 


Damascus, wishes to purchase direct 
the following: 500,000 lbs. used or new 
tarpaulin sheets of all sizes; 10,000 
lbs. tentage materials to be used for 


army tents; 50,000 army bed rolls; and . 


100,000 yds. heavy canvas. 
Syria—Sakka’amini & Ramadan (im- 
porting distributor), Mouawia 
Damascus, wishes to purchase direct 
10,000 Ibs. leathercloth (leatherette) 
remnants from 4% yd. to 5 yds. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Parts: 

Brazil—-G. Roth (commission mer- 
chant, sales agent) (Caixa Postal 
1003), Rua da Assembleia, 67, 5°, sala 
54, Recife, Pernambuco, seeks agency 
for the following automotive parts 
and accessories: Electrical parts, such 
as distributor caps, distributor rotors, 
contact sets, and condensers; also, 
wheels, steering knuckles, kingpin 
sets, hydraulic brake cylinder, engine 
valves, carbon brush sets, switches, 
voltage regulators, universal joint re- 
pair kits, radiators, and tie rod ends, 

Chemicals: 

Belgium—Laboratoires Optima §. A. 
(manufacturer, importer, exporter of 
pharmaceutical products), 78-90 
Grande rue aux Bois, Brussels, is in- 
terested in representing U. S. manu- 
facturers of industrial chemicals and 
pharmaceuticals, and seeks agencies 
for Belgium and Belgian Congo. 

Brazil—G. Roth (commission mer- 
chant, sales agent) (Caixa Postal 
1003), Rua da Assembleia, 67, 5°, sala 
54, Recife, Pernambuco, seeks agency 
for caustic soda, solid, 98/99%, in iron 
drums of 300 kilograms. 

Union of South Africa —Pentz & 
Roberts (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s 
representative), 6 "Church Square, 
Cape Town, seeks agency for synthetis 
resins and polystyrene. 

General Merchandise: 

Canada — Robert A. Pollock Sales 
Agency (manufacturer’s agent), 19 
Joann> Drive, Scarboro, Ontario, seeks 
agency for nonperishable food lines; 
candy :ines, bulk or packages; sport- 
ing equipment; and sundry lines ap- 
plicable to variety stores. 

Pakistan—Fidai Corp. (indent agent, 
manufacturer’s representative), 34, 
Wazir Mansion, Nicol Road, Karachi 
2, seeks agency for general merchan- 
dise consisting of metal products, iron, 
steel and building materials, hardware, 
hand tools, dyes and dyestuffs, textile- 
machinery parts and _ accessories, 
clocks and watches, and stationery 
supplies. 

Hardware: 

Morocco — Comercial Abyla (manu- 
facturer’s agent), Alfau 6, Ceuta, 
Spanish Morocco, seeks agency for 
household hardware and tools. ‘ 

Machinery: 





Belgium—Etablissements J. A. Fla-— 


ment (importer, exporter of industrial 
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equipment and machinery for planta- 
tions and mines), 44 avenue du 11 No- 
yembre, Brussels, is interested in ob- 
taining agencies from U. 8S. manufac- 
turers not represented in the Belgian 
Congo for mining equipment, machin- 
ery for oilmills (palm, cotton, peanut), 
and machinery consisting of grinders, 
hullers, roasters, and separators for 
coffee, rice, tea, cocoa, and sisal. 


Italy—Officine Meccaniche Alessiani 
& Tunesi, S. p. A. (manufacturer, 
importing distributor), Via Tonale 49, 
Varese, seeks agency for all types of 
U. S. woodworking machinery. 


Metal Products: 

Brazil—G. Roth (commission mer- 
chant, sales agent) (Caixa Postal 
1003), Rua da Assembleia, 67, 5°, sala 
54, Recife, Pernambuco, seeks agency 
for tinplate in sheets of 20” x 28”, in 
cases of 112 sheets; quality: Coke and 
electrolytic. 

Pharmaceuticals: 

Belgian Congo—BOICONGO (whole- 
saler, exporter), B. P. 1385, Leopold- 
ville, seeks agency in the Congo from 
U. S. firms interested in bidding on 
Belgian Congo Government tenders 
for antibiotics, pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts, and medical-surgical instru- 
ments. 

Rosin: 

Brazil—G. Roth (commission mer- 
chant, sales agent) (Caixa Postal 
1003), Rua da Assembleia, 67, 5°, sala 
54, Recife, Pernambuco, seeks agency 
for rosin, G. and K., in drums of 
250/260 kilograms, or wooden barrels 
of 400 kilograms net. 

Shoe Polish: 

France — Consortium des Grandes 
Marques (wholesaler of groceries, 
crockery, glassware, and polish), Le 
Pigeon Blanc, Rennes-Saint-Jacques, 
Ille-&-Vilaine, seeks agency for west- 
ern France for polishes for boots and 
shoes, as well as for brass and floors. 

Soap: 

France — Consortium des Grandes 
Marques (wholesaler of groceries, 
crockery, glassware, and polish), Le 
Pigeon Blanc, Rennes-Saint-Jacques, 
seeks agency for western France for 
soap-type detergent. 

Sulfur: 

India—Ghoneshamdass Jwalaprasad 
(importing distributor), 40 Strand 
Road, Calcutta 16, seeks agency for 
crude rock sulfur, 99.5% to 99.9% 
pure, free from arsenic and selenium, 
about 10,000 tons annually. 

Textiles: 

Morocco — Comercial Abyla (manu- 
facturer’s agent), Alfau 6, Ceuta, 
Spanish Morocco, seeks agency for 
cotton textiles. 

Wire: 

Brazil—G. Roth (commission mer- 
chant, sales agent) (Caixa Postal 
1003), Rua da Assembleia, 67, 5°, sala 
54, Recife, Pernambuco, seeks agency 
for barbed, galvanized, and nail wire. 
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' Argentina—Pascual Senatore, repre- 
senting Senatore Co. Argentina, 
8S. R. L., Catamarca 972, Buenos Aires, 
is interested in the purchase of truck 
chassis, and in obtaining representa- 
tion for industrial machines, agricul- 
tural implements, and automotive 
products. Was scheduled to arrive 
about March 15, via New York, for a 
month’s visit. U. S. address: Hotel 
Statler, 7th Ave. and 33d St., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York and 
Philadelphia. 


Brazil—Andre I. Hasson, represent- 
ing A. Hasson & Cia., Ltda., Rua An- 
tonio de Godoi 88, 17th Floor, Room 
171, Sao Paulo, is interested in elec- 
trical installations in residences, as 
well as in industrial and commercial 
buildings constructed of reinforced 
concrete or steel girders, and wishes 
to obtain technical information on 
modern methods for effecting these 
installations. Was scheduled to arrive 
March 9, via Los Angeles, for a visit of 
3 weeks. Itinerary: Los Angeles and 
New York. 

Cuba—Jorge Herrera Vaillant, repre- 
senting Star Knitting Mills and Indus- 
trial Distributors (importer, manufac- 
turer), Calle 46 No. 913, Almendares, 
Marianao, Havana, is interested in 
representing U. S. manufacturers of 
handkerchiefs and girdles. Scheduled 
to arrive March 28, via Miami, fora 
period of 30 days. No U. S. address 
given. Itinerary: Charlotte, N. C.,Ham- 
ilton and Toledo, Ohio and Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. 

Denmark—E. Refshammer, repre- 
senting Aktieselskabet for Kontor- 
Kemi, 17-19 Tomsgaardsvej, Copen- 
hagen, is interested in studying U. S. 
production methods and processes for 
carbon papers, typewriter ribbons, 
duplicating stencils, and inks. Sched- 
uled to arrive in April, via New York, 


for a vist of 6 to 8 weeks. U.S. address:. 


c/o Danish Consulate General, 17 Bat- 
tery Place, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Rochester, New York, Boston, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, and Los Angeles. 


Germany—Helga Link, representing 
Johs. Link, Kom.-Ges. (manufacturer, 
exporter of percussion instruments, 
skin parchments, and drum skins), 
Aue-Westfalen, is interested in visiting 
manufacturers of percussion instru- 
ments, and obtaining technical infor- 
mation pertaining to the sales possi- 
bilities of firm’s Orff instruments gnd 
percussion instruments. Scheduled to 
arrive April 5, via New York, for a visit 
of 4 weeks. U. S. address: Jefferson 
Hotel, St. Louis, Mo. Itinerary: New 
York, St. Louis, and Chicago. 


Japan—Tohio Minakawa, represent- 
ing Nitto Electric Industrial Co., Ltd. 


(Nitto Denki K. K.), 580 Shimohozumi, 
Ibaraki-shi, Osaka Prefecture, jis in- 
terested in studying recent progress 
in the manufacture of electric in- 
sulating materials, dry batteries, and 
magnetic recording tapes; and wishes 
technical information on solventiless 
varnish, Myler “Polyester film,” Duc- 
tron, plastic adhesive tape and related 
materials, laminate dry battery, and 
magnetic recording tape. Was sched- 
uled to arrive March 10 for a visit of 
40 days. 

Hitech! Shipbuilding & Engineeriog 

c p g & 

Co. Ltd., 5492 S. Ellis Ave., Onieass 
15, Ill; April 1-25, c/o Hitachi Prod- 
ucts Corp., 489 Fifth Ave., New York 17, _ 
N. Y. Itinerary: San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Chicago, Midland (Mich.), 
Detroit, Cleveland, New York, Phila- 
delphia, Wilmington, and Washington. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Pakistan—Hatim Ali, representing A. 
Ismailjee & Sons, Badami Bagh, La- 
hore is interested in purchasing iron 
billets, and wishes technical informa- 
tion relative to the steel industry and 
rerolling operations. Scheduled to ar- 
rive about April 1, via New York, for 
a visit of 1 to 2 months. U. S. address: 
c/o Messrs. Winter Wolf, 73 Beaver — 
St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: Wash- 
ington, New York, Pittsburgh, Los 
Angeles, and other cities. 

Turkey —Kosma Pamukoglu, repre- 
senting Kiryako Pamukoglu & Sons 
(importer, wholesaler, manufacturer), 
Firin Sokak No. 43, Bomonti, Istanbul, 
is interested in contacting and visit- 
ing textile factories, and importing 
cotton spinning machines, for which 
technical information is requested. 
Was scheduled to arrive about March 
20, via New York, for a visit of 4 to 5 
months. U. S. address: c/o Ted An- 
thony, 147-17 Charters Road, Jamaica 
35, N.Y. Itinerary: New York, Ala- 
bama, and Washington. 

Union of South Africa—S. R. Back, 
representing I. L. Back & Co. (im- 
porter, manufacturer), P. O. Box 100, 
Parow East, Cape Town, irtterested in 
textiles and in obtaining information 
on current economic trends in U. 8. 
business, wishes to visit cotton mills 
in the Southern States. Scheduled to 
arrive in April, via New York, for a 
month’s visit. 

U. S. address: c/o J. Gerber, Inc., 855 
6th Ave., New York, N. Y.; and c/o 
Koret of California, 611 Mission St., 
San Francisco, Calif. Itinerary: New 
York, and larger industrial cities from 
east coast to California. 

Uruguay — Reginald L. Thompson, 
representing Industria Lanera del 
Uruguay (ILDU), 2600 Jose de Bejar, 
Montevideo, wishes to stimulate sales 
for woolen textiles manufactured by 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 

WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy- 
to-read type, are arranged in four 
convenient.packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad) ; Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if 
mailed abroad); Part 3, Statistical 
Reports ($6 a year, $7.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 4, Utilities Abroad ($3 
a year; $4 if mailed abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade 
Information Service may be placed 
with U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or with the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents should accom- 
pany subscriptions. 


Copies of individual reports also 
may be purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 


Economic Reports 


Economic Developments in Pakistan, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-7. 6 pp. 
10 cents. 

Basic Data on the Economy of Swit- 
zerland, WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-9. 10 pp. 
10 cents. 

The Insurance Market in Brazil. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-10. 7 pp. 10 
cents. 

Economic Developments in India, 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-12. 5 pp. 10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Ceylon, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-13. 4 pp. 
10. cents. 

Economic Develapments in Japan, 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 36-15. 6 pp. 10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Aus- 
tralia, WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-16. 8 pp. 
10 cents. 


Operations Reports 

Patent and Trademark Regulations 
of Panama. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-14. 
3 pp. 10 cents. 

Preparing Shipments to Libya. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-15. 3 pp. 10 
cents. 

Travelers’ Baggage Régulations of 
Federal Republic of Germany, WTIS, 
Part 2, No. 56-16, 2 pp. 10 cents. 

Import Tariff System of Nicaragua. 
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WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-17. 
cents. 
Import Tariff System of Finland. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-18. 1p. 10 cents. 
Import Tariff System of Honduras, 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-19, 2 pp. 10 cents. 
Import Tariff System of Norway, 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-20. 2 pp. 10 cents. 


Travelers’ Baggage Regulations of 
Turkey, WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-21. 2 pp. 
10 cents. 

Preparing Shipments to Saudi Ara- 
bia, WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-22. 4 pp. 
10 cents. 

Statistical Reports 

Foreign Trade of Venezuela, 1953-54, 
WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-9. 4 pp. 20 cents. 
Utilities Abroad 


Highways of Thailand. WTIS, Part 
4, No. 56-2. 4 pp. 20 cents. 


2 pp. 10 





Advertising Directory 


Lists German Papers 
Der Leitfaden Fuer Presse und Wer- 


| bung, 1956 edition, has been released 


by Willy Stamm, 16 Goldammerweg, 
Eseen-Stadtwald, and is available 
from the publisher for 19 German 
marks or US$4.56. 

This 1,100-page directory, printed in 
Germany, with English, German, and 
French index, contains a comprehen- 
sive listing of all German newspapers, 
periodicals, and magazines classified 
alphabetically, by locality, and by sub- 
ject title. Subdivided into 11 sections, 
this publication also includes infor- 
mation on the techniques of advertis- 
ing, a catchword index for locating 
title groupings, and a world section 
listing important newspapers, trade 
journals, and magazines by country 
and city of publication. , 

Of special interest to advertisers is 
the listing of advertising agencies in 
Germany arranged for ready refer- 
ence to advertising by poster, radio, 

* aerial, and direct mail. A final sec- 
tion lists motion-picture theaters by 
locality for slide and film advertising. 

A copy of this directory is available 
for review in the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


New Indian Handbook Lists 
Indigenous Manufacturers 


A booklet entitled “Handbook of 
Indigenous Manufacturers of Chemi- 
cals and Non-Engineering Stores” has 
been issued by the Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry, Development 
Wing, Government of India. 

Available for $0.29 from the National 
Printing Works, New Delhi, the new 
publication includes a listing of manu- 








Uruguayan Investment 


Leaflet Issued 


Following the recent visit to 
Uruguay of a group of U. S. busi- 
nessmen under the sponsorship 
of International House in New 
Orleans, the Uruguayan section 
of the Inter-American Council 
of Commerce and Production 
(CICYP) has prepared and pub- 
lished a leaflet emphasizing the 
favorable Uruguayan climate for 
foreign capital investments. 

The leaflet, printed in Span- 
ish, includes a brief description 
of the country, its climate and 
peoples, and a summary of the 
laws which the Uruguayan goy- 
ernment has enacted as a part of 
its program to encourage foreign 
investment. . 

A copy of this leaflet may be 
obtained upon request from the 
Inter-American Investment Op- 
portunity Service, International 
House, 607 Gravier St., New Or- 
leans, La. 











Engineering Industry Data 
Given in Indian Directory 


The fifth edition of the Indian pub- 
lication, Indian Engineering Indus- 
tries, 1955, listing members of the En- 
gineering Association of India at Cal- 
cutta, ‘has been published and is 
available from the association for 16 
rupees, or US$3.38. 


In addition to an alphabetical list 
of association members, their offices, 
plants, telephones, and cable address- 
es, the directory also includes descrip- 
tive accounts of each of the principal 
sectors of the Indian machinery man- 
ufacturing industry; a classified list 
of commodities manufactured and 
produced by member firms; alpha- 
betical listing of brands and trade- 
marks; advertisers; and machine-tool 
manufacturers and other metalwork- 
ing plants and shops. 

A copy of Indian Engineering In- 
dustries, 1955, as available for review 
in the Commercial Intelligence Divis- 
ion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





facturers arranged alphabetically by 
commodity — chemicals, medicinals 
and toilet preparations, vegetable and 
essential oils, rubber goods, pulp and 
paper, and confectionery. 

A copy of the handbook is available 
for review on loan from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Italy Scene of Food 
Industries’ Display 


The 10th International Fair for Pre- 
served Food and Packaging and the 
International Salon of Food Products 
Equipment took place September 20- 
30, 1955, in ‘Parma, Italy. 

The exhibition was visited by an 
estimated 57,000 persons, some from 
several European countries, as com- 
pared with about 67,000 the preceding 
year. The decline in visitors was at- 
tributed to the increased technical 
displays which had less appeal] for 
the general public. 

The total area devoted to the fair 
amounted to about }45,000 square me- 
ters of which 15 ‘000 were in 5 per- 
manent buildings. Rentals remained 
unchanged at 4,000 lire a square meter 
(625 lire—US$1). 

A total of 683 exhibitors partici- 
pated, compared with 634 the preced- 
ing year. Machinery and accessories 
for the food industries included 108 
firms, 98 of which were from Italy, 
8 from Western Germany, and 2 from 
Switzerland. Agricultural machines 
were shown by 54 domestic firms and 
7 German manufacturers. A total of 
198 firms displayed food products and 
canned foods. 

U.S. companies displaying American 
products ‘through their local agents 
numbered 15. Other American prod- 
ucts were exhibited by local agents as 
follows: Raw materials, 1 out of a 
total of 31; containers, 2 out of 101; 
and in machinery for the production 
of packaging products, 3 out of 93. 

The equipment which aroused 
greatest interest among the visitors 
included food-processing machines, 
especially those used in the dairy prod- 
ucts sector; refrigerating equipment; 
and pasta-making machinery and 
equipment. 





Third Electronics Showing 
Scheduled at Rome in July 


The Third International Exhibition 
of Electronics, Nuclear Energy, Radio, 
Television, and Cinematography will 
held in Rome, Italy, June 28-July 

Information received from the ex- 
position management indicates that 
Italy will have full official participa- 
tion in the show and that Austria, 
Belgium, France, Denmark, the United 
Kingdom, Germany, Yugoslavia, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Swit- 
zerland, Spain, and the USSR have 
announced a willingness to take part. 

A congress devoted to studies in 
electronics and nuclear physics, a 
technological motion-picture show, 
and the exhibition of motion-picture 
film will take place in the course of 
the exhibition. 
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Spring Fairs To Show How U. S. 
Promotes Peace and Progress 


In three spring international trade fairs, U. S. exhibits will illustrate 
to people of France, Italy, and Japan the American way of life and 
how it contributes toward peace and progress, the Office of Interna- 
tional Trade Fairs, U. S. Department of Commerce, has announced. 

The exhibits are designed to give practical demonstrations of Amer- 


ican willingness to help others with 
their economic development and to 
help stimulate more two-way trade. 
They are tailored to each country’s 
particular economic needs. 

These exhibits are scheduled for 
Osaka, April 8-22; Milan, April 12-27; 
and Paris, May 5-21. 

An atoms-at-work exhibit is being 
prepared for the Milan International 
Samples Fair. 

With the assistance of the Atomic 
Energy Commission, the Argonne, 
Brookhaven, and Oak Ridge National 
Laboratories, the Universities of Ten- 
nessee, Michigan, and Rochester, and 
nuclear industries, the, U. S. central 
exhibit will give a practical lesson 
in everyday constructive uses of nu- 
clear energy as applied to medicine 
and surgery, to agriculture and multi- 
ple purposes in factories, oil refineries, 
aviation companies, and power sta- 
tions. 

More than 4-million fairgoers are 
expected to view a fully animated 
demonstration of how radio isotopes 
are used to check flaws in steel cas- 
ings, oil pipelines and airplane fuse- 
lages; they will see mechanical hands, 
operated by remote control, manipu- 
lating radioactive materials. 

A small radiation counter carried 
in the back of an automobile will il- 
lustrate how it records the amount 
of tire rubber consumed on the road 
with each sharp turn and quick stop, 
and in every 15 feet of travel. “Tagged” 
atoms, as radio isotopes are called, 
also will be shown in the action 
of dyes and detergents on textiles. 
Clothes soiled by materials containing 
radio-isotope tracers will be washed, 
and onlookers will see a radiation de- 
tector check the efficiency of the soap 
or detergent. 

The United States will demonstrate 
the use of radioisotopes to diagnose 
and treat diseases and to help scien- 
tists study the behavior of living cells 
and the disorders that affect their 
growth. 

A completely equipped hospital op- 
erating theater with live actors posing 
as doctors, interns, and patients will 
be used to demonstrate instruments 
which trace radioactive isotopes in the 
detection and location of brain tu- 
mors, obstructions in blood circulation, 
and treatment of overactive thyroid 
glands, and other disturbances, 

Radioactive recorders, scalers, scan- 





ners, scintillation counters, and other 
medical apparatus will complete a 
clinical nuclear demonstration./Amer- - 
ican demonstrators will explain the 
ee of each piece of atomic equip- 
ment. 


The exhibits also will show how 
atomic science is applied to~agricul- 
ture, livestock, and poultry raising; 
how it is gradually solving the food- 
conservation problem; and how radio- 


_isotopes improve important crops. 


Paris Fair To Show Workshop 


The U. S. exhibit at Paris will illus- 
trate the do-it-yourself movement. 
Entitled “Industrie et Loisirs”—Indus- 
try for Leisure—the “hundreds of 
American home workshop tools and 
devices will emphasize the \construc- 
tive use of leisure hours in America, 
together with the development of new 
enterprises and new jobs as a result 
of home workshops. 

In addition to full-scale home-work- 
shop equipment, the U. S. pavilion also 
will contain displays of home canning 
and freezing operations, sewing and 
rugmaking and pattern work; a style 
show of everyday fashions and school 
styles; home painting, decorating, and 
tile setting; a music shop with record- 
ings; junior workshop with models of 
planes, automobiles, and the like; and 
home-photographic equipment. A 
large area devoted to gardening and 
outdoor living will show patio equip- 
ment and furnishings. Do-it-your- 
self boatbuilding also will be displayed. 


Newest Advances To Be Seen 


At the Osaka International Trade 
Fair, the U.S. exhibit will display new- 
est developments, which can be 
licensed to help bolster the Japanese 
economy. A cigarette making and 
packaging exhibit will be shown. 
There will be an animated display of 
the manufacture of aluminum, do-it- 
yourself woodworking tools, and the 
popular house of magic science show 
which includes music riding a beam 
of light, whirling gears, propeller 
blades, and novelty disks undergoing 
unusual optical illusions in a stobo- 
scopic-light demonstration, and a 
medical display ‘with a Salk-polio 
panel. 


All types of dairy products will be 
on display, with the cooperation of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
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Japanese Extend Power Program 


Japan’s electric-power program, 
initiated in 1952 as a 5-year plan with 
the primary objective of permitting 
more efficient utilization of the coun- 
try’s water-power resources, again has 
been revised arid extended. 

The new program has as its object 
the development of approximately 6 
million kilowatts of new power over 
the 6-year period 1955-60. It is esti- 
mated to cost 999,200 million yen, or 
US$2.7 billion, well in excess of the 
cost of the 5-year program initiated 
in 1952 and ‘reflecting in part the 
higher cost of developing power from 
less desirable sites as more of the 
good, accessible sites are fully utilized. 


New facilities planned for comple- 
tion in the 6-year period, together 
with existing equipment, would have 
a power-generation capacity of 19,- 
290,000 kilowatts by the end of fiscal 
year 1960, consisting of 11,740,000 kilo- 
watts of water power and 7,550,000 
kilowatts of thermal power. 

In addition to the facilities capable 
of generating 1,428,000 kilowatts com- 
pleted in 1955, 820,000 kilowatts will 
be added in 1956; 1,093,000 in 1957; 
928,000 in 1958; 833,000 in 1959; and 
914,000 in 1960. 

A sum of 574,200 million yen will be 
required for constructing water and 
thermal power generation stations, 
of which 13,400 million yen are to be 
raised overseas for import of ‘thermal 
power equipment. 


A further 425,000 million yen will be 
needed to improve or build transmis- 
sion lines (360 yen=US$1). 

Energy requirements in fiscal year 
1960 are estimated at 69,200 million 
kilowatt-hours, comprising 50,500 mil- 
lion kilowatt-hours for industrial use 
and 18,700 million kilowatt-hours for 
nonindustrial use. Annual increase in 
energy is fixed at an average 6 per- 
cent. 

The program, to be continued under 
the Electric Power Development Com- 
pany, has been submitted to the Gov- 
ernment’s Power Development Coun- 
cil, which is attached to the Prime 
Minister’s Office. 


Water-Power Resources Abundant 


Although limited in coal and most 
energy resources, Japan has a relative 
abundance of water-power resources. 
In the postwar period, there has been 
a rapid increase in generating ca- 
pacity and an even greater rise in 
power consumption. Demand for 
power has increased at an average 
rate of 10 percent annually in recent 
years. Although new generating fa- 
cilities have done much to correct the 
imbalance between demand and sup- 
ply, continuing expansion and mod- 
ernization of various industries indi- 


cate that power will be short for some 
years to come. 


Total installed generating facilities, 
which are controlled by the nine re- 
gional power companies, were capable 
of generating 10,664,000 kilowatts in 
March 1955, approximately two-thirds 
of which was hydro power and the 
remainder thermal power. 


By March 1956 Japan will have de- 
veloped 7,898,000 kilowatts of hydro- 
power, excluding privately owned 
plants and generating facilities of the 
Japan National Railways. Still un- 
tapped hydropower resources are es- 
timated at 14,020,000 kilowatts. By 
the end of 1957, when the 5-year plan 
initiated in 1952 is to be completed, 
total hydro and thermal generating 
capacity will be about 16 million kilo- 
watts, including private facilities, 
capable of fulfilling an estimated en- 
ergy requirement of 53,400 million 
kilowatt-hours. 


East African Phone 
System Expanded 


Telephones installed in the East 
African territories of Kenya, Uganda, 
and Tanganyika in 1954 numbered 
41,943, a 18.5 percent increase over the 
preceding year. Applicants awaiting 
telephone service numbered 7,870, an 
increase of 583. 

A direct radiotelephone circuit with 
the Italian Somaliland was brought 
into service in November. 

Exchange capacities were extended 
by the addition of lines in all three 
territories, and new automatic ex- 
changes were installed at Mombasa, 
Nakuru, Langata, and other towns. 

Inland telegram traffic in 1954 
amounted to 1,933,701 messages, as 
compared with 2,064,067 in 1953, a de- 
crease of 6 percent. An increase in 
charges in October 1954 was one of the 
elements reducing the use of teleg- 
raphy, but overall revenue increased 
only slightly. 

International telegraphy remained 
practically constant at approximately 
683,000 messages. Carrier telegraph 
systems and facilities were placed in 
service for Mombasa-Nairobi, Mom- 
basa-Dar es Salaam, Kampala-Nai- 
robi, Kampala-Jinja, and Tabora- 
Mwanza. 

A new radio station was brought 
into operation at Tamota, Tangan- 
yika. 

The Jinja-Nairobi and Mombasa- 
Tanga Morse circuits were converted 
to teleprinter working, and a direct 
Morse circuit was installed between 
Mwanza and Dar es Salaam.—Cons. 
Gen., Nairobi. 





Manila Broadcasting 
Company Opens Center 


The Manila Broadcasting Co. on 
February 5, inaugurated a new radio 
center in Manila which combines the 
broadcasting facilities of stations 
DZRH, DZMB, and DZPI in one cen- 
tral location. 

The broadcasting of the various 
stations is designed so that DZRH 
with its 27,500 watts provides direc- 
tional coverage of all the islands with 
simultaneous operation of its two 
shortwave transmitters. The central 
and southern areas of Luzon are 
covered by station DZPI with its 10,- 
000-watt transmitter and there is a 
simultaneous shortwave coverage for 
the entire day. This station has pro- 
grams in English, Spanish, and Taga- 
log but is particularly designed for the 
Tagalog listeners on Luzon. 

DZMB serves as the voice of Manila 
and transmits on both longwave and 
shortwave. Two affiliated stations in 
Cebu, DYRC and DYBU, cover north- 
ern Mindanao and the Visayan Is- 
lands and Cebu City, respectively, and 
DXAW in Davao takes care of lower 
Mindanao. 

The radio center is said to be pat- 
terned after the National Broadcast- 
ing Co. of America and houses seven 
soundproof studios and. three studio 
theaters. The theaters have an ag- 
gregate seating capacity of 1,400 per- 
sons and the studios have been con- 
structed so as to be “floating free” 
of the buildings’ structural frames, 
which enables them to be completely 
cut off from traffic sound and virbra- 
tion. The center contains a radio timer 
which controls the various clocks of 
the four-story building, a master con- 
trol console that can regulate the 
modern transmitting equipment of 
any studio at any time, and a record 
library containing 30,000 recordings of 
musical compositions and news events 
pertaining to the Philippines. 








Cuba-Florida Charter 
Flights Planned 


U. S. and Cuban airline of- 
ficials and representatives met on 
January 24 at Havana to organ- 
ize a series of charter flights di- 
rect from the Isle of Pines to 
Florida. 

These flights will enable vege- 
table growers on the Isle of Pines 
to take advantage of favorable 
market conditions in southern 
Florida cities in the next 2 or 3 
months. 
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India To Modernize, 
Expand Phone System 


Plans for expanding the Indian 
telephone system from 55,000 to 80,- 
000 lines following completion of the 
Calcutta automatization project under 
way have been announced by the In- 
dian Minister of Communications. 


The placing into service of 960 
trunk channels between Bombay and 
Calcutta and the installation of more 
automatic systems in the Calcutta 
urban area are included in the plan. 


Automatic exchanges in all State 
capitals and, in principal district 
headquarters having a_ sufficient 
number of potential subscribers is the 
present goal, and automatic systems 
throughout the rural areas is an unti- 
mate goal. 

Government-owned telephone- 
equipment manufacturers are produc- 
ing 55 percent of the equipment and a 
number of cables for the expanding 
automatization projects. 

Two more automatic telephone ex- 
changes have been installed in Cal- 
cutta, and the third of the five stages 
in the city’s project will be completed 
this month. The other two phases 
are expected to be completed by the 
end of 1957. Total number of direct 
exchange lines converted from man- 
ual to automatic in the year ended 
March 1956 will be 15,400, bringing the 
total to 21,900. 





Kurz To Build Two Tankers, 
Transfer Four of T2 Type 


An application by Charles Kurz & 
Co., Inc., to build 2 new tankers and 
transfer 4 old tankers to foreign flag 
has been approved in principle, the 
U.S. Maritime Administration has an- 
nounced. 

The 2 tankers, to be constructed in 
U. S. shipyards, would be of approxi- 
mately 29,000 deadweight tons and 
have a service speed of about 1634 
knots. 

The 4 tankers to be transferred are 
of the T2 type, to be selected from a 
list of 18 tankers in operation by 
Charles Kurz & Co., Inc., or its sub- 
sidiaries, Paco Tankers, Inc., and Key- 
stone Shipping Co. The ships are to 
be transferred to Liberian registry. 


Other conditions of transfer of the 


tankers are that they must be re- 
tained under effective American con- 
trol, that they will be available to the 
United States if required, and that 
they shall not engage in operations 
prohibited U. S. flag vessels. 





U. S. exports of burley tobacco in 
September 1955 increased approxi- 
mately 79 percent to 2 million pounds, 
compared with exports totaling 1.1 
million pounds in September 1954, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 
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Belgian Airline Opens 
Helicopter Service 


A new helicopter line has been 
opened between Brussels and 
Paris by SABENA, Belgian Air 
Lines, it has been announced, 
and plans to construct a new 
heliport in Brussels are under 
consideration. / 

A capital increase of 300 mil- 
lion to 500 million francs will as- 
sist the company considerably in 
its efforts to stay modernized. 

As of October 1, 1955, SABENA 
had 56 operational fixed-wing 
aircraft, 6 helicopters, and 7 
training planes.—Emb., Brussels. 











Arab League Plans 


New Aviation Council 


A draft convention for the establish- 
ment of an Arab League Aviation 
Council has been drawn up and is 
before the various Arab Governments 
for ratification. 


The convention is understood to 
have been approved by the Arab for- 
eign ministers and ratification is said 
to be certain. 


The new organization, although 
modeled along ICAO lines, would re- 
main an organ of the Arab League, 
which would provide administrative 
support to the Council. The organiza- 
tion would have a secretary general 
with international status, a council, 
general assembly, and various com- 
missions to consider problems of 
mutual concern to the Arab States. 
In many respects the council would 
comprise a little ICAO, membership 
to be limited to the Arab States. 


In general, the directors of Civil 
Aviation of the Arab States are agreed 
that the existing Aviation Subcom- 
mittee of the Communications Com- 
mittee of the Arab League is inade- 
quate, and the Arab Governments for 
the past year or more have been dis- 
cussing its reconstitution. 





Contracts Let for Projects 
Of Inter-American Highway 


Successful bidders have been. noti- 
fied by the Guatemalan Government 
of awards covering two Inter-Ameri- 
can Highway projects. 

Project 19 was awarded to Thomp- 
son-Cornwall, Inc., of New York, for 
$3,196,809, and project 20, at $2,363, 
149, to Compania Contratista Fisher 
de Guatemala, an affiliate of Fisher 
Contracting Co., Phoenix, Ariz. 


These projects were announced in 


Foreign Commerce Weekly, January 2, 
page 11. 


PAA To Help Develop 
Thai Civil Air System 


The United States is to help Thai- 
land expand and develop its air-trans- 
port system, according to a joint 
announcement by the International 
Cooperation Administration, Thai Air- 
ways Company, Ltd., and Pan Amer- 
ican World Airways. 

Assistance will be rendered through 
Pan American, which has ¢gontracted 
to send 25 of its technicians to Thai- 
land for 3 years to help Thai Airways 
with the project, and ICA will finance 
the approximately $2-million contract. 

The Government of Thailand 
quested the project, which will 
Thai Airways establish a sys- 
tem to bring its personnel to peak ef- 
ficiency in an expanded operation. 
The company asked for technical aid 
to train its personnel in airline man- 
agement; repair, maintenance, over- 
haul, and operation of aircraft; com- 
munications facilities; traffic and 
sales; various types of ground equip- 
ment; processing of traffic; account- 
ing procedures; and all other phases 
of airline operation. 

PAA’s assistance and responsibilities 
will be limited to the operation and 
management of transportation serv- 
ices, as distinguished from construc-. 
tion, maintenance, and operation of 
airports; airways navigational facili- 
ties; and traffic control. Improve- 
ment of the latter phases is being ac- 
complished under other ICA-financed 
projects. 


Service Important 


A well-developed air-transport sys- 
tem is an economic necessity in Thai- 
land, where rail and highway trans- 
port systems are not adequaie to per- 
mit rapid economic expansion and 
demand for passenger and cargo space 
is heavy. 

Thai Airways line links the capital 
with more than 20 Thai cities, and 
also links Thailand with Cambodia, 
Laos, Viet-nam, Singapore, Burma, 
India, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaya, 
Taiwan (Formosa), and Japan. 

Thai Airways Corporation was or- 
ganized in 1950 when the Government 
purchased Pacific Overseas Airlines 
and merged it with Government- 
owned Siamese Airways. Under Thai 
law the corporation is autonomous, 
and a board of directors appointed by 
a Government Council of Ministers is 
responsible for its operation. 

Pan American is undertaking similar 
development projects under ICA fi- 
nancing in Turkey and Pakistan. 





Italian almond exports for the en- 
tire 1955-56 season are expected to 
total only between 14,500 and 15,000 
tons, shelled basis, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 
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TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES: 


LUNUUUQSOLNOAUANEUN 
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Air France on February 3 signed or- 
ders totaling 34 billion francs for 10 
Boeing long-range jet airliners and 12 


“Carvelle” 
liners. 


medium-range jet air- 





Cambodia became the 67th member 
State of the International Civil Avi- 
ation Organization on February 15, 
30 days after its instrument of ad- 

erence to the Convention on Inter- 

tidnal Civil Aviation was deposited, 
ICAO reports. 





LOT, Polish Air Lines, began service 


from Warsaw to Belgrade, via Buda- . 


pest, on January 14. 





Kentucky Airport, superseding Bel- 
vedere Airport in Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia, will open for civil aviation 
on July 1, it is reported. 


The main runway will be 8,612 feet 
long and 50 feet wide. 


The new airport will be a major 
stopping point and will be used by 
BOAC, South African Airways, Cen- 
tral African Airways, Hunting Clan, 
and Northern Rhodesian Air Services. 

When the airport is opened South 
African Airways will inaugurate a 
twice-weekly service between Cape 
Town and Salisbury via Johannesburg, 
according to the local press. Con- 
stellation aircraft will be used. 





Trans-Air Ltd. has been formed by 
a merger of Northern Airways of Win- 
nipeg and Arctic Wings of Churchill. 

The new company controls 40 air- 
craft of various types and plans to 
concentrate on providing services to 
and from the north. 





National Bulk Carriers, Inc., has 
asked the Japanese Ministry of Trans- 
portation to approve the construction 
at Kure of two 83,900 dead-weight-ton 
(52,500 gross-ton) tankers at a cost of 
approximately $7,640,000 each. 

NBC has agreed to import part of 
the steel and approval is expected 
soon. The vessels will be operated by 
the Universal Tankship Co. of Liberia, 
a subsidiary of National Bulk Car- 
riers. 





The Venezuelan owners of Hotel 
Potomac in Caracas have concluded 
negotiations with Herbert & Larry 
Weissberg of New York under which 
the latter will take over operation of 
the hotel on a 10-year contract. 

Hotel Potomac, one of the two larg- 
est hotels in downtown Caracas, is 
greatly in need of complete modern- 


ization. Under the new contract it is 
planned to renovate the entire build- 
ing, add a wing with 100 additional 
rooms to make a total of 240 rooms, 
and bring the hotel in line with Ameri- 
can operating methods. 





A new tourist hotel, Hotel du Lac, 
was opened to the public at Kastoria, 
Greece, on December 18, 1955. 

Although not entirely completed, the 
hotel will have 27 rooms, centrai heat- 
ing, and modern plumbing.—Cons. 
Gen., Salonika. 





Indian railroad authorities have 
sanctioned 19,300,000 rupees for con- 
struction of a double-track railroad 
bridge across the Gandak River be- 
tween Sonepur and Hajipur, Bihar, 
according to the local press (1 rupee 
= approximately US$0.21). 

The new bridge will replace a single- 
track bridge 250 feet downstream, 
which carries the main North Eastern 
Railway line from Katihar, Bihar, to 
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. 

The old bridge is considered inca- 
pable of withstanding the weight of 
the latest standard locomotives with 
which the Indian railroads are being 
equipped. 





The Pacific Steam Navigation Co. 
will inaugurate a new shipping serv- 
ice between South American ports and 
Europe when it puts into service the 
23,000-ton ships Queen of the Pacific 
and the Queen of the Sea. 

These vessels can accommodate 640 
passengers each. The latter is a new 
ship and will make its maiden voyage 
on this new service. 

The service will originate in Liver- 
pool and sail via France. Spain, Vene- 
zuela, Colombia, Canal Zone, Ecuador, 
Peru, Chile, and return. 





The contract for construction of 
subsidiary drains for the Greater 
Musseyib Irrigation project in Iraq has 
been awarded the British firm Mur- 
doch & Brooks for the sum of 746,255 
dinars (1 Iraqi dinar—US$2.80). 

The invitation to bid on this project 
was announced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, October 18, 1954, page 19. 





The Pan American Highway stretch 
between Tuxtla Gutierrez and Ciudad 
Cuauhtemoc, Mexico, on the Guate- 
malan border is in a bad state of re- 
pair and practically impassable, ac- 
cording to the local press. 

The road is reported to be especially 
bad between San Cristobal Las Casas 
and Comitan. 





Prosperity in .. . 
(Continued from Page 6) 


than those earlier in 1955. Steriliza- 
tion and other restrictions on foreign 
capital resulted in increasing interest 
rates on certain Confederation and 
Federal Railway loans up to 3.2 per- 
cent in October 1955. 

Despite a small decline in interest 
rates toward the end of the year, many 
observers considered that increased 
tightness rather than a return to ex- 
cessive liquidity would characterize 
the money market in early 1956. So 
long as inflationary threats persist in 
the economy, it seems certain that the 
Government will continue to exert a 
moderating influence. 

Developments in the construction 
industry were expected to have sub- 
stantial influence on the money 
market. Following 2 years of record 
home and industrial construction, the 
industry’s activities were expected to 
decline, leaving considerable sums 
free for speculative purposes. Because 
of overemployment, Swiss industry is 
looking increasingly toward exten- 
sive plant rationalization and auto- 
mation to increase productivity. Cap- 
ital outlays for these purposes could 
absorb considerable idle funds. 

The first capital issue of 1956, a 
40-million-franc loan at 34 percent 
of the Grand Dixence S.A. electricity 
firm, was scheduled for the end of 
January. Because of the failure of the 
Kraftwerke Mauvoisin loan of 50 mil- 
lion francs at 344 percent, loans similar 
to Grand Dixence’s had been expected 
to bear 3%-percent interest. In other 
capital moves, an issue of undeter- 
mined amount by the firm L’Electricite 
de la Lienne was expected, and re- 
payment of a 344-percent Federal loan 
of 338 million francs issued in 1944 
scheduled for May 1, was announced. 
—Emb., Bern. 





Ethiopia Plans To Initiate 
Power Projects on Nile 


The Ethiopian Government, in con- 
formity with a program outlined for 
developing the Nile’s vast irrigation 
and hydroelectric potential and with 
specifications already prepared, ex- 
pects shortly to call for a series of 
international bids for various projects. 

In bid allocation, financing terms 
and conditions will be taken into con- 
sideration. 


For several years a number of en- 
gineering firms and specialists en- 
gaged by the Government have been 
analyzing a mass of available techni- 
cal data on utilization of these re- 
sources. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs has 
pointed out that because of 
Ethiopian economy’s extensive growth 
it has been apparent that the opening 
of new agricultural regions and power 
sources is imperative. 
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Mexican Business .. . 
(Continued from Page 4) 


raised from 1,490 to 1,650 pesos a 
metric ton for amounts up to 10 tons 
and to 1,600 pesos for larger quantities. 
Other -iron and steel products were al- 
lowed a rise of 9.5 percent. 

Freight congestion on the National 
Railways continued to be a serious 
problem, a principal direct cause being 
lack of motive power. 

The Department of Civil Pensions 
announced plans for apartment build- 
ing construction in Mexico City, Mexi- 
cali, Acapulco, and Veracruz for 1,000 
families, to cost about 20 million 

> another 40 to 50 million 
pesos will be loaned for the con- 
struction of some 1,200 homes for low- 
income families. The National Ware- 
housing Co. plans to invest 40 million 
pesos in new facilities throughout 
Mexico, with an overall capacity of 
400,000 tons, for warehousing corn and 
beans. 

Money supply, bank loans, invest- 
ment portfolios of private banks, and 
savings deposits continued increasing 
to new highs or near highs. Indica- 
tions were that currency in circulation 
was returning toward earlier figures. 
Preliminary figures show that deposits 
in checking accounts in private de- 
posit and savings banks continued a 
steady rise through mid-January and 
savings deposits rose slowly. 


Early in January the Minister of 
Finance announced that foreign-ex- 
change reserves totaled over US$410 
million, more than double the reserves 
of the year before, and that gross na- 
tional product for 1955 was estimated 


jat more than 80 billion pesos. Stock- 
‘exchange transactions in 1955 were 


more than 60 percent greater than in 
1954, reaching a total of 227.5 million 
pesos, the highest in Mexican history. 


Exports Continue High 


Preliminary data indicate that in 
November 1955 exports and imports 
were at a very high level, and exports 
continued high throughout December 
and January, as the recent harvests 
of agricultural crops, especially cotton, 
coffee, and winter vegetables, entered 
the market. 

Interest in diversification of Mexico’s 
foreign trade continued high in Jan- 
uary, as Mexico and Italy signed an 
agreement providing medium-term, 
low-interest financing of up to US$10 
million for the purchase of Italian 
machinery. A commission of West 
German industrialists, bankers, and 
traders arrived in Mexico early in 
February to discuss means of increas- 
ing trade between the two countries, 
the establishment of a new trade 
agreement, and the investment of 
German capital in Mexico. 

Preparations were begun for a 
Japanese industrial fair to be held in 
Mexico City in March, and the Minis- 
try of Economy allotted 4 million pesos 


March 26, 1956 


for Mexican participation this year in 
the Frankfurt and Milan trade fairs. 
Elaborate plans also were being made 
for participation in the 1958 Brussels 
fair—Emb., Mexico. 





United Kingdom . . . 
(Continued from Page 4) 


new capital projects where possible, 
and approval for bond issues to finance 
such construction is being given only 
in exceptional circumstances. These 
cuts will help to offset the expected 
increase in other Government spend- 
ing for the coming’ fiscal year. 

In reviewing the Government’s cur- 
rent expenditures for 1956-57, the 
Chancellor indicated that total esti- 
mates were some £117 million above 
those presented a year earlier. De- 
fense estimates are up by £5 million; 
this total would have been much lower 
but for increases in service pay cost- 
ing about £67 million. The civil expen- 
ditures showed a rise: of £112 million, 
reflecting higher costs. 

By reassessing priorities and re- 
phasing, the nationalized industries’ 
programs for 1956 are to be reduced 
by some £50 million. Although in- 
vestment in coal production in 1956 
will be higher than in 1955, the total 
capital requirements of the fuel and 
power industries are expected to be 
some £20 million less. The British 
Transport Commission’s 1956 program 
will be reduced by £22 million. 


The investment allowance was sus- 
pended. This allowance, introduced 
into the income-tax regulations in 
April 1954, was in effect a tax-free 
bonus of 10 percent on new building 
and 20 percent on new plant and was 
in addition to the usual depreciation 
write-off. In its place, the Govern- 
ment restored the initial allowance 
which allows an accelerated write- 
off for depreciation. 


In the debate before the House of 
Commons following his announce- 
ment, the Chancellor reiterated the 
Government’s belief that Britain’s im- 
port bill could be reduced by these 
monetary and fiscal measures and 
without intensifying or reimposing 
import controls. 

These new measures represent the 
fourth time in the past year that the 
United Kingdom Government has 
found it necessary to introduce or 
increase anti-inflationary measures. 
In February 1955 the bank rate was 
increased and installment buying re- 
strictions were tightened. In July 1955 
the down payment for installment 
sales was raised, and the banks were 
asked to reduce their loans. The 
Government found it necessary to in- 
troduce a supplementary budget in 
October 1955 which included measures 
for an increase in sales tax, a rise in 
profits tax, and a slowing down of 
Central and local government expen- 
ditures. 


‘ 


(Continued from Page 5) 


‘previously did not have a direct, 


northbound service. 


Haitian bauxite deposits continued 
to attract attention. Kaiser Alumi- 
num representatives who had been 
working in the south peninsula moved 
in the Pine Forest and Cul-de-Sac 
Plain, and Reynolds reinvestigated — 
the Gonaives area. Consolidated Hali- 
well, Ltd., of Canada started prospect- 
ing for copper in the Terre Neuve, 
northwest of Gonaives. 

The Commonwealth Oil Co., is drill- 
ing its third, and probably last, test 
well on La Gonave Island, where it 
has been active for about a year. Well 
No. 1 was abandoned at 3,000 feet 
and No. 2, at 7,000, and there have 
been no indications of oil yet. 


Construction Active 

Many small construction projects 
were under way in January. Consoli- 
dated Haliwell built 11 miles of ap- 
proach road in connection with its 
mineral prospecting activities in the 
Plateau Central. Work on the ICA 
roadbuilding project in the Grande 
Anse area was proceeding on schedule, 
and the Department of Public Works 
made repairs on the Port-au-Prince- 
Les-Cayes road. 

Five miles of pioneer road were put 
through between Fonds Parisiens and 
Morne Lastic—the approach to the 
Pine Forest area. The new, 4-lane, 
divided highway running from the 
exposition area to Petionville was 
brought near completion in January. 
Construction was handled by Com- 
pania de Industrias Maritimas, S. A., 
which apparently has no other major 
projects under way. 

Reynolds Mining Corp. gave $10,000 
for rehabilitation of Abricots, one of 
the villages badly damaged during 
the hurricane. Reynolds also made a 
loan of $200,000 to the Government 
for the construction of a wharf at 
Jacmel. 


Mahogany and handicraft pro- 
ducers worked overtime to meet tour- 
ist and export contract demands. Hai- 
tian mahogany appears to be very 
popular in the United States. A new 
trend in design has appeared. Tradi- 
tionally, the designs as well as the 
workmanship have been local,_ but 
some producers are following the spe- 
cifications. of American designers— 
Emb., Port-au-Prince. 


World Trade ... 
(Continued from Page 15) 


his firm, and to appoint an agent on 
the west coast. Scheduled to arrive 
March 26, via New York, for a visit 
through April. No U. S. address given. 
Itinerary: New York, Los Angeles, and 
San Francisco. 
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U. S. Sets Record in Imports, 
Exports of Still-Picture Goods 


U. S. imports and exports of still-picture photographic goods reached 
an alltime high level in 1955, the Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration, Department of Commerce, has announced. 

Still-picture photographic goods, including cameras, lenses, film, and 
paper, were imported to the value of $24,340,655 in 1955, almost 27.5 


percent higher than 1954 imports of 
$19,091,213. 

Preliminary statistics show imports 
of still-picture cameras and parts val- 
ued at $13,312,896 in 1955, more than 
23 percent higher than 1954 imports, 
valued at $10,803,700. A total of 
1,174,591 still-picture cameras were 
brought into the Ynited States in 
1955, compared with 733,691 in 1954. 

Photographic lenses, imported sep- 
arately, were more than 30 percent 
higher in 1955 and amounted to 
$3,076,993, compared with $2,356,905 in 
1954. y 

Imports of photographic film and 
dry plates increased 62 percent, 
amounting to $3,359,033 in 1955, com- 
pared with $2,072,310 in 1954. 

Photographic paper imports were 
higher in 1955, amounting to 7,658,- 





653 pounds, valued at $4,591,733, com- 
pared with 1954 imports of 6,597,737 
pounds, valued at $3,868,298. 

The accompanying tables show de- 
tails of imports and exports of still- 
picture goods in 1954 and 1955. 

U. S. exports of still-picture photo- 
graphic goods reached an alitime 
high level in 1955 and were valued at 
$41,831,922, about 15.4 percent higher 
than 1954 exports, valued at $36,264,- 
114. 

Preliminary statistics from the 
Bureau of the Census reveal increases 
in all of the export classifications, 
with cartridge or roll’ films; photo- 
graphic paper (sensitized); and all 
other photographic equipment, parts, 


(Continued on Page 23) 





U. S. Imports of Still-Picture Photographic Goods 


[Quantity as shown; value in dollars) 
1 











1955 
Quantity Value Quantity Value 
ameras and - 
= Box type, _~ 4 ateRiida a <eeuade Out no. 186,920 571,671 156,968 183,394 
Cameras, all others, except motion picture: 
Valued less than $10 each............--- do. 334,506 340,984 809,708 533,296 
Valued more than $10 each.............. do. 202,667 8,744,967 302,352 11,660,568 
Parts of cameras, including motion-picture 
camera parts, except lenses ......... oe eit hn wees 1,092,784 ko thee 808,014 
Cameras, lens component of chief value .. no. 9,598 24,277 5,563 68,713 
Parts of cameras, lenses of chief value ... A 4 FP ns “ee leasdus 58,911 
Lenses, photographic, imported separately no 225,725 2,356,905 259,588 3,076,993 
Photographic film, except motion-picture 
unexposed : 
Cartridge or roll film ............0--eeseees rolis 1,332,421 265,053 2,074,457 236,403 
EE Peer eee bedi’) pepe 6h ED. in wun eae 1,289,395 
Other photographic film ..............-. TTT TA ee. - tecannes 1,610,062 
DEY PURGES 2 ones cere cccvecvecveveessoes doz. 29,291 150,996 34,586 223,173 
Photographic papers: 
Plain basic MEE “gcc stevodichoces seugesere pound 6,940 9,653 162 266 
Blue or broWn-print paper.............- do. 45,639 55,063 5,932 7,931 
Unsensitized basic paper ...........-..++. do 965,590 620,658 1,527,206 890,836 
Unsensitized baryta coated paper ........ do. 4,284,874 1,532,563 4,675,245 1,810,557 
Sensitized paper ........--. sin ata S die ties « do. 1,294,694 1,650,361 1,450,108 1,882,143 
OLE , 4. cite ctwe vues s chads ceva > qlee) p,001.213. °° ..6:.. . $24,340,655 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census. 
U. S. Exports of Still-Picture Photographic Goods 
\ 1954 1955 
Number Dollars Number Dollars 
Still picture cameras: 
Commercial and scientific cameras ...... 2,057 852,835 2,299 1,136,968 
Box-type cameras, set focus ............. 142,504 303,693 138,912 310,418 
i Milas cde ey wet tees opener sae 4 71,423 614,667 61,681 635,465 
EE Misttseivcdeocotratcbedeovcee coybeges ov. aes 1,317,966 
Still-picture projectors .................++. 29,484 1,088,425 36,285 1,290,370 
Photographic and projection lenses ........ 802,396 2,030,901 610,106 2,333,402 
Sq. Ft Dollars Sq. Ft Dollars 
Still-picture, film and dry plates: 
i MM. cocaceetsrcoegccce ows 9,360,184 4,542,892 12,728,418 5,891,429 
AL Miagglc choses o¥a0d otdebevsses 23,746,716 6,953,936 23,706,338 7,027,207 
Other film (cut film)............... Naa ee 11,346,039 3,335,066 11,304,347 3,617,299 
SE MED vn bees de cdivticoeecccccse gece 258,562 173,339 296,139 199,276 
Photographic paper, sensitized ............ 117,434,733 5,152,544 125,700,969 5,705,500 
Microfilm equipment and parts............ 9 .«««es+- Seeee.>  Scdetes. 851,445 
Photocopying equipment and parts ........—_....... en, “bveus es 1,796,927 
Photographic equipment, accessories, sup- 
ee eee WO, OE, OO. Ge fe ccc c cc enedse 8,167,295 9,718,250 
EE a 2a Ur et ea bus icv ceh e¥ be gade cee ees 36,264,114 41,831,922 
Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census. 
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Indo-Japanese Fishery © 
Enterprise Set Up 


An Indo-Japanese fishing enterprise 
known as the New India Fisheries 
Ltd. has been registered in Bombay to 
exploit new fishery resources off the 
Bombay and Saurashtra coasts. 


The new company will have an au- 
thorized capital of 10 million ru 
(1 rupee=US$0.21) of which the initia} 
stock issue will total 14 million ry- 
pees. Of this amount, the Taiyo Fish- 
ery Co. Ltd., Japan, which will share 
its technical knowledge and experi- 
ence with the new firm and also sup-» 
ply fishing trawlers and technicians, 
has been allocated 49 percent. 


Indian promoters of the firm and 
their friends have agreed to take up 
shares valued at 250,600 rupees, and 
the remainder, valued at 559,400 ru- 
pees, was made available for public 
subscription. 

A significant feature of the new 
flotation is the Japanese firm’s offer 
of certain financial guarantees. Be- 
sides guaranteeing the Indian share- 
holders a minimum dividend of 6 per 
cent each year, it will, in event of the 
company’s liquidation, indemnify the 
Indian shareholders against any loss 
of capital. 


The company will have 8 Indian and 
2 Japanese directors. 


The company will engage in related 
activities such as the installation of 
refrigeration plants and erection of 
fish storages in addition to fishing 
ground exploitation. As catches in- 
crease, ‘shark liver oil production and 
fish-canning industries will be organ- 
ized. 





New Plant Opened in Madras 
To Make Bleaching Powder 


The Mettur Chemical and Indus-’ 
trial Corp., Ltd. opened a new plant in 
Madras, India, on January 20, for the 
manufacture of stable bleaching 
powder with as high as 35-37 percent 
chlorine content. 

The annual installed capacity of 
6,000 tons is expected to meet almost 
the entire requirement for bleaching 
powder in India. 

The firm also manufactures caustic 
soda by the electrolytic process; liquid 
chlorine; bleach liquor; hydrochloric 
acid; calcium chloride; ferric chloride, 
liquid; superphosphate; sulfate of 
ammonia; chemical lime; common 
salt; vanaspati, hydrogenated veg- 
etable oil; refined vegetable oil; and 
washing and toilet soaps. Manufac- 
ture of potassium chlorate is expected 
to begin soon. 
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and accessories, not separately classi- 
fied, showing major increases. 


Exports of still-picture cameras and 
totaled $3,400,817 in 1955, com- 
with $2,825,130 in 1954; how- 

ever, a total of 202,892 cameras was 
exported in 1955, compared with 
915,984, in 1954 with a notable increase 
in exports of commercial and scien- 
tific cameras. Exports of still-picture 

jectors increased about 23 percent 
in number and nearly 19 percent in 
yalue in 1955, amounting to 36,285 
units, valued at $1,290,370, compared 
with 29,484 units, valued at $1,088,425, 
in 1954. 

Foreign sales of photographic lenses 
in 1955 increased to $2,333,402, about 
15 percent higher than the 1954 record 
exports of $2,030,901, while a decrease 
of about 24 percent was registered in 
the 1955 exports of 610,106 units, com- 
pared with the 802,396 units in 1954. 


fxports of sensitized materials, in- 
cluding film and dry plates, were 
yaiued at $16,735,211, compared with 
$)5,005,233 in 1954. Exports of photo- 
graphic paper in 1955 increased near- 
ly 11. percent, totaling 125,700,969 
square feet, valued at $5,705,500, com- 
pared with 1954 exports of 117,434,733 
square feet, valued at $5,152,544. 

Exports of photographic reproduc- 
tion equipment in 1955 show that 
foreign sales of microfilm equipment 
jumped to $851,445, about 55.7 percent 
above 1954 exports of $546,738; export 
sales of photocopying equipment 
jumped to $1,796,927, compared with 
$1,447,848, in 1954. 

Exports of all. other photographic 
equipment, parts, and accessories, not 
separately classified, amounted to 
$9,718,250 in 1955, an increase of about 
19 percent, compared with 1954 exports 
of $8,167,295. 
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Lebanese. Dairy Industry Improves Stock, 
Adopts Advanced Methods of Operation 


The Lebanese dairy industry is mak- 
ing strides in the production, process- 
ing, and distribution of high-quality 
products. The import of purebred 
dairy cattle, the use of artificial in- 
semination, and the opening of new 
pasteurization and bottling plants are 
combining to make new dairy history 
in this country. 

New herds are being built up, barns 
remodeled, and advanced management 
methods adopted in new dairies on 
the Lebanese coast from Beirut to the 
Israeli border. In and around Beirut, 
where about half of the population 
resides, new plants are turning out 
top-quality fresh milk in bottles and 
cartons destined for the uptown 
market? 

The quality of the milk has n 
improved greatly in the past 4 years. 
The benefits of purebred Holstein 
animals imported from the Nether- 
lands are becoming apparent. Fur- 
thermore, the use of artificial insem- 
ination is éxpected to enhance breed- 
improvement efforts. The Government 
maintains the Terbol experiment sta- 
tion in the Bekaa Valley and the 
Sin-el-Fil station near Beirut, orig- 
inally established by the U. S. Oversea 
Mission, for facilitating breed im- 
provement. The Terbol station also is 
setting a pattern for model dairies 
and is demonstrating clean milking 
procedures. 

Individual dairy farmers are not 
only upgrading the quality of their 
milk by crossbreeding the native, or 
Baladi, cow with imported stock, but 
also are increasing the size of their 
herds. This in turn has brought 
about the enlargement of barns and 
other facilities and their moderniza- 
tion with stalls, gutters, and cleaning 
equipment. 


New Plants Operate 


Three new, modern milk bottling 
and pasteurizing plants are in opera- 
tion. 

Bambi, the newest plant, represent- 
ing an investment of $100,000, started 
production January 30. It has an 
automatic control pasteurizer and an 
automatic bottling machine which 
fills and caps the bottles with a lip- 
protecting cover at the rate of 450 
liters an hour. (1 liter—1.05 quarts.) 
The liter retails for $0.23 and the 
consumer deposits $0.16 for the bot- 
tle. The milk is standard 3.5-percent 
butterfat. 

The Sidani plant, which started op- 
erations in Septembér 1955, has a ca- 
pacity of 800 liters and is producing 
about 500 liters. It has a batch-con- 
trol pasteurizer and bottles in glass 
containers using lip-protecting covers. 

The El-Hoss plant is similar to the 
Bambi but not all the milk is pas- 


teurized. “Production totals 900 liters 
and could reach 8,000. 


Ice cream sundaes and soft ice 
creams may be purchased in Beirut. 
In 1955, about a dozen curb retail out- 
lets similar to those in the United 
States were opened. The ice cream 
reportedly is made by each station 
from an imported powdered ice-cream 

The investment made by Lebanese 
farmers in the dairy industry is re- 
ag to be relatively heavy.—Emb., 

Oo | 





India Supply Mission 
Awards Contracts 


The India Supply Mission, 2536 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton 8, D. C., reports details of con- 
tracts valued at over $10,000 each, 
awarded in January 1956, as follows: 

Contract No. A-19/W-3/6359, 9,000 
tons wheat, yalued at $719,879.36, sup- 
plied by Robin International Inc., 
New York, N. Y. 

Contract No. A-19/W-5/6360, 2,000 
tons wheat valued at $154,559.86, sup- 
plied by Robin International Inc., 
New York, N. Y. 

Contract No. A-19/W-6/6399, 9,000 
tons wheat, valued at $716,520, sup- 
plied by Laval & Co., New York, N.Y. 

Contract No. B-544/3/6384, 13 cam- 
eras for offset production, valued at 
$12,431.22, supplied by Davidson Corp., 
Washington, D. C. 

Contract No. B-544/1/6430, 73 items 
of photographic supplies, valued at 
$28,381.74, supplied by Davidson Corp., 
Washington, D. C. 

Contract No. B-532/A/6394, 1 preci- 
sion linear dividing machine, valued 
at $26,435., supplied by Hilger & Watts 
Ltd., London, England. 

Contract No. B-558/1/2/6478, 600 
record players; valued at $30,983.04, 
supplied by ‘Laboratory of - Electric 
Engineering Inc., Washington, D. C. 





Cable Plant Opens in Karachi 


Pakistan Cables Ltd., a aew plant in 
Karachi, capable of an annual pro- 
duction of copper wire and insulated 
cables valued at more than $2 million, 
was opened formally on January 20. 

About one-third of the subscribed 
capital of 4.5 million rupees or US 
$945,000, came from Pakistan nation- 
als and the remainder from two Brit- 
ish firms. 





Ecuador is an excellent market for 
American seed and Peru should even- 
tually become one, Foreign Agriculture 
Service reports. 
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Import Duty on Canned 
Tuna May Be Increased 


The President has issued a proc- 
lamation providing that the duty on 
imports of tuna canned in brine shall 
automatically increase from 12% per- 
‘cent to 25 percent ad valorem when- 
ever in any year such imports exceed 
20 percent of the preceding year’s U. S. 
pack of canned funa of all varieties. 

The proclamation gives effect to an 
exchange of notes with Iceland which 
withdraws tuna canned in brine from 
the 1943 trade agreement with that 
country and to an invocation of the 
right reserved by the United States 
in the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade to increase the duty on 
tuna canned in brine. 

In any calendar year the increased 
duty would apply only to those im- 
ports in excess of the stated 20 per- 
cent and only for the remainder of 
that year. Imports in any year up to 
the 20 percent breakpoint would be 
subject to the 12% percent ad valorem 
rate. Because the President’s proc- 
lamation will become effective on 
April 14, 1956, it provides that the in- 
creased rate of duty will apply this 
year if and when imports of tuna 
canned in brine after the April 14 
date exceed 15 percent of last year’s 
domestic pack of canned tuna. 





Farm Surplus Accord 
Signed With Korea 


An agreement for the sale to the 
Republic of Korea for local currency 
of various U. 8S. surplus agricultural 
commodities having a total value, in- 
cluding certain transportation costs, 
of $43.8 million, was announced by 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
on March 13. 

The commodity composition of the 
program is approximately as follows, 
in order of value: Barley, $11.5 mil- 
lion; canned pork, $8 million; cotton, 
$7.8 million; wheat, $6.4 million; cot- 
tonseed oil, soybean oil, and/or lard, 
$$ million; tobacco, $2 million; and 
dairy products, $1 million. 

As in other agreements concluded 


under Public Law 480, 83d Congress, 
the sales will be made by U. 8. trad- 
ers. 


A major portion of the hwan pro- 
ceeds of the sales will be used to pro- 
cure military equipment, materials, 
facilities, and services for the Korean 
defense forces, for common defense. 
The remainder will be used in pay- 
ment of U. S. Government expenses 
in Korea. 





U. S., Turkey Sign Second 
Farm Surplus Agreement 


An agreement for the sale to Turkey 
for local currency of $4 million worth 
of cottonseed oil and/or soybean oil, 
including certain transportation costs, 
was announced by the Department of 
Agriculture on March 13. 

This is the second agreement con- 
cluded with Turkey under Public Law 
480, 83d Congress, and similarly these 
sales will be made by private U. S. 
traders. 





Handbag Inquiry Dismissed 


The “escape clause” investigation 
into the import of women’s and chil- 
dren’s leather handbags, instituted 
by the Tariff Commission in Novem- 
ber 1955 at the request of a group of 
domestic producers, has been discon- 
tinued and dismissed, the Commission 
announced on March 16. The hearing 
in the matter set for May 15 accord- 
ingly has been canceled. 

The Commission stated that, despite 
repeated requests for information nec- 
essary to such inquiry, only a small 
fraction of the producers furnished 
data regarding their operations, and 
that the domestic producers in general 
displayed a lack of interest and coop- 
eration. 





Garment Inquiry Discontinued 


The investigation into the complaint 
of unfair methods of competition in 
the import and sale of foreign knitted 
garments, instituted by the Tariff 
Commission in October 1955, has been 
discontinued and dismissed, the Com- 
mission announced on March 14. 


U. S. and Chile Sign 


Surplus Agreement 


An agreement for the sale to Chile 
for local currency of U. S. surplus 
agricultural products having a total 
value, including certain transporta- 
tion costs, of $34.6 million, was signed 
at Santiago by representatives of the 
two Governments on March 13. 

The commodity composition of the 
program is approximately as follows, 
in order of value: Edible oils, $12.50 
million; wheat, $6.22 million; cotton, 
$5.26 million; beef, $3.70 million; seeds, 
$2.50 million; nonfat dry skim milk, 
$0.98 million; edible tallow, $0.62 mil- 
lion; lard, $0.47 million; and tobacco, 
$0.25 million. 

A substantial part of all pesos ac- 
cruing will be earmarked for loans 


designed to contribute to Chile’s eco-- 


nomic development and will be pay- 
able in dollars or pesos under the 
terms of a supplemental loan agree- 
ment which is to be concluded at a 
later date. The balance will be re- 
served for the use of the United States 
in Chile. 

This is the second agreement to be 
entered into with Chile under Public 
Law 480, 83d Congress, and the sales 
under it will likewise be made by pri- 
vate U.S. traders. 
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